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CONTACT US

DEPARTMENTS

Director’s Office
517-905-1308
breedl@myjdl.com

Collection Services
517-905-1417
collectionservices@myjdl.com

Human Resources
517-905-1306
wayned@myjdl.com

Marketing
517-905-1314
marketing@myjdl.com

Information Technology
517-905-1316
it@myjdl.com

Facilities
517-905-1315
hueyj@myjdl.com

Finance
517-905-1301
finance@myjdl.com

Community Engagement
517-905-1320
community@myjdl.com

Youth Services
517-905-1347
youthservices@myjdl.com

LOCATIONS

Administration Building
290 W Michigan Ave | Jackson, Ml 49201
517-788-4087

Brooklyn Branch
207 N Main St | Brooklyn, Ml 49230
517-905-1369

Carnegie Library
244 W Michigan Ave | Jackson, M| 49201
517-788-4087

Concord Branch
108 S Main St | Concord, Ml 49237
517-905-1379

Eastern Branch
3125 E Michigan Ave | Jackson, Ml 49202
517-788-4074

Grass Lake Branch
130 W Michigan Ave | Grass Lake, M| 49240
517-522-8211

Hanover Branch
137 W Main St | Hanover, M| 49241
517-905-1399

Henrietta Branch
1744 Bunkerhill Road | Pleasant Lake, Ml 49272
517-769-6537

Meijer Branch
2699 Airport Road | Jackson, Ml 49202
517-788-4480

Napoleon Branch
6755 Brooklyn Road | Napoleon, M| 49261
517-536-4266

Parma Branch
102 Church St | Parma, Ml 49269
517-531-4908

Spring Arbor Branch
122 Star Road | Spring Arbor, Ml 49283
517-750-2030

Springport Branch
116 Mechanic St | Springport, Ml 49284
517-905-1459

Summit Branch
104 W Bird St | Jackson, Ml 49203

517-783-4030
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ON THE COVER: Through updated services and increasing digital offerings, the Jackson District Library continues to
grow its audience year-over-year and meet patrons where they are - at home and online.



NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thanks to our Donors

JDL garnered more than $85,000 in donations in '25
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The Donor Bookshelf at the Meijer Branch highlights Jackson District Library

donors who helped expand projects and programs at JDL.

The Jackson District Library had a
banner year when it came to donations
in 2025. With more than $85,000
received from individuals, foundations,
and charitable organizations, JDL can
initiate, improve, and enhance the
services it offers to Jackson County
residents.

Whether a donation is in the form of
time, as a volunteer; by sharing a talent
through a program; or sharing treasure
monetarily, it makes a significant
difference in the efforts JDL makes
to provide accessible library services
across Jackson County.

“Each contribution to JDL plays a
crucial role in helping the library provide
valuable resources and programs for
our community,” said Diane Anderson,
Executive Project Strategist at JDL.
"Regardless of what type of donation
it is, it makes a significant difference,
and we are honored to have a generous
community as a partner in our efforts.”

The impact of donations in 2025 was
great and staff feel it is important that
you know just how your donation made
a difference, she added.

The Friends of the Jackson District
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Library - Meijer Branch supported the
refresh of the interior of that branch
during the summer months. The branch
was repainted, received new furniture,
and new carpeting in the community
room. Several private donations, as well
as from The Friends of the Jackson

[Donations] are
integral for us to
expand ... projects,
programs, and
INnitiatives.

District Library - Henrietta Branch, were
made for a new literacy wall that will be
installed at the branch where our young
patrons will be able to explore and learn.

JDL always has a literacy-based
focus for all ages and community
support in 2025 introduced new
initiatives for our young readers. “Books

On Wheels” or BOWs was established
in 17 elementary schools across Jackson
County. BOWs are book carts that hold
150-200 books that are on loan to the
schools at no cost, and then will be
rotated periodically.

“There are 22 BOWSs in circulation
and the teachers really appreciate
this new service.” Youth Services
Coordinator Kristin Stiger said.

Other literacy initiatives by JDL
in 2025 included Decodable Readers
and maintenance of Leveled Readers.
Decodable Readers are books that
encourage children to sound out words
rather than relying on pictures or other
cues. Leveled Readers have always
been popular and circulate widely every
year. They need to be maintained and
repaired so that families and educators
can use them for years to come.

A new collection of items coming
to JDL in 2026 is the Library of Things.
Patrons will be able to check out Kits
that are fun and practical for all ages.
Aeroquip Credit Union (ACU) donated
items to go into the Library of Things
such as binoculars, a VOTO Mini, and
a cardboard cutter. Jackson Audubon
Society also donated binoculars to the
Library of Things initiative.

“We are grateful for the opportunity
to give back and help expand access to
creative, hands-on resources,” said an
ACU representative.

Other things that JDL acquired
through donations include a bike rack
for the Spring Arbor Branch, new
seating in the Carnegie Library, an
interactive literacy panel at the Meijer
Branch, and funding for audio books.

Several patrons volunteered their
time at the library in 2025 especially
during Summer Discover. JDL staff
also thanks those who provided
programming to our communities at
no cost to the library, including writing
workshops, Medicare information, tax
filing services, and lunches for seniors.

"Donations may make up a small
portion of our overall budget, but
they are integral for us to expand our
basic offering of projects, programs,
and initiatives,” Library Director
Liz Breed said. "With the Jackson
Community being so generous and
kind, we always do our best to make
sure we're providing services and
programs that in turn help lift up the
community.”

If you would like to support JDL's
ongoing efforts, or would like to learn
more about the programs mentioned
above, please reach out to us at 517-
905-1308, email giftsandmemorial@
myjdl.com or visit our website at www.
myjdl.com/about/donate. JJ

SIBLEY'S
Birding

Decodable
RECA DERS

In 2025, JDL used donations to help fund projects and initiatives like repainting the Meijer Branch (pictured), added birding kits

to the district Library of Things (top left), and introducing Decodable Readers (top right)._
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MEET THE TEAM

L aura Sierminsk|

Every quarter, we highlight a different
Jackson District Library employee from
among the roughly 150 people the
district employs. This quarter, it’s Laura
Sierminski, Systems Analyst, who's
been with JDL since May 2016.

Tell us about yourself.

| was born and raised in Jackson,
and | am the youngest of five children.
| attended St. Mary's Catholic School
until 4th grade and | graduated from
Hanover-Horton High School in 2002.

In 2003, | had my son, Layne, and
spent several years focused on raising
him as a single mom. He will always be
my greatest accomplishment.

| finally earned my Bachelor's
Degree in English from University of
lllinois Springfield in 2016 and started
at the library the following week in an
entry-level position. | worked my way
up from there to Systems Analyst. |
love to read and dabble in writing, but
I'll never share anything I've written. |
also love cats, llamas, crystals, anything
supernatural, and books - | love a good
romance novel.

| collect key chains and miniatures. |
love exploring everything that Michigan
has to offer, and some of my greatest
childhood memories are camping with
my family "Up North,” where | especially
love rock-hounding on the Great Lakes.

What are some of your favorite books,
movies, albums, etc.?

"Ugly Love"” by Colleen Hoover is
my absolute favorite book - | actually
got to meet her in August 2018 and |
have all of her books signed. | also enjoy
other authors including Helena Hunting,
S.J. Tilly, JT. Geissinger, L.J. Shen, and
Penelope Douglas.

What’s your favorite part about
working at JDL?

| love so many things about my job.
How can | pick just one favorite part
about working at the Jackson District
Library? There are so many things |
love, but the most meaningful thing

Systems Analyst

is seeing the impact we have on our
community. JDL offers a wide range
of resources that support growth - not
just for individuals but for our society
and our local community as a whole.

| started at JDL as a Page in 2016,
and for a book lover like me, it was a
dream come true. Who wouldn’t want
to be surrounded by books every day?
But over time, my love for the job
deepened. | went from helping patrons
check out materials, to leading story
times in branches and daycare centers,
to working behind the scenes with
staff. Today, | oversee our circulation
software, analyze statistics, and help
measure how JDL serves and supports
the Jackson community. This s

highlighted most recently by our recent
change to a new Events Calendar on
our website, a new mass email tool
Patron Point, and a new "Verify" system
that allows patrons to sign up for a card
online (read more about these systems
on Pg. 10)

JDL truly makes a difference. We
support patrons from all walks of life -
whether it's issuing a first library card,
offering legal aid, providing a safe
space, or hosting programs like cooking
classes and story times. I'm proud to be
part of that mission.

That's why | love my job. It’s not just
about the tasks | do - it’s about the lives
we touch and the community we build.
And that matters. JJ

JDL truly makes a difference.
We support patrons from all
walks of life ... and I'm proud to
be part of that mission.

COLLEEN COLLEEN

HOOVER

Check out Colleen Hoover's NYT
bestselling books, ebooks, and
audiobooks through Jackson District
Library's catalog. Scan the QR code to
browse her collection and more.

HOPELESS
5 Q i /.“-
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READERS” ADVISORY

JDL Staff Picks

We at Jackson District Library love
books. We are proud to provide reading
materials for all ages and for all sorts
of needs. It doesn't matter if you want
a story, facts, or something in between,
we enthusiastically try to find it for you.
That's why we proudly say we are “your
place to discover,” and why we loudly and

e HOUSE o
TRADD STREET

HousE OF LEAVES

ALL SYSTEMS
RED

148 B3 NEWYORK TIMES prsesiiier

STEPHEN

KING

8 CHAPTERS | Winter 25/26

Library material we suggest

proudly recommend material we love.

Check out a list of some curated
JDL staff book suggestions below. For
a list of newly-acquired material for the
district as a whole, as well as up-to-date
recommendations from JDL staff, visit
www.myjdl.com/explore.

For those interested in signing up

The House on Tradd Street | by Karen White
Recommended by Library Assistant | Kris Flickinger
"If you enjoy histories, mysteries, and a little romance you will like Karen White's Tradd Street Series.
Melanie inherits an old historical house in Charleston, and along with the house she inherits a ghost.
You get to hear about his life in the past and he and Melanie solve a years-old mystery. | was quite
entertained by this book and learned a couple of things too. | hope you enjoy it as much as | did.”

Shield of Sparrows | by Devney Perry
Recommended by Library Assistant | Amy Gafkjen

House of Leaves | by Mark Z. Danielewski
Recommended by Marketing Manager Will Forgrave

All Systems Red | by Martha Wells
Recommended by Library Assistant | Betty Sight

IT | by Stephen King
Recommended by Library Assistant Il Jed Thompson

for JDL's monthly "JDL Picks" email or
for those interested in signing up for
JDL's bi-monthly email newsletter "The
Stacks,” visit  www.myjdl.com/signup
to sign up. Simply check "Yes" or "No"
next to our different email newsletter
options on the landing page, and we'll
handle the rest. J

"This book centers on Odessa, a princess in a realm cursed with terrible monsters. She was never
meant to rule or to fight, but all that changes when a legendary monster hunter sails to her kingdom'’s
shores. In this first book of a new 'romantasy’ series with high stakes and a slow burn romance,
Odessa finds the strength to tear off her crown and become the warrior she was never meant to be.”

"Any book that starts off with the line 'this is not for you’ and then has me flipping the book upside
down and turning it in circles to read will get my seal of approval. If you like found footage and
haunted house horror, unreliable (and generally awful, for that matter) narrators, and footnotes (so
many footnotes), then this is the book for you. If not, well ... this is not for you then.”

"The first book in The Murderbot Diaries Series by Martha Wells, All Systems Red is an award-
winning science fiction romp. Now is the perfect time to read this highly enjoyable book series
before watching the newly released Apple TV+ adaptation. These books are full of both heart and
snark and are told from the perspective of a combination bot-human construct.”

’T “I have put off reading IT for years due to the shear volume of the work, however I'm happy to
report that the hype is real and it’s a breeze to read. King takes you on a coming-of-age story that is
just as focused on the present as it is the past. How do we grow from our childhood fears and how
do they shape who we become? If you're feeling brave enough, read and find out.”

ANNUAL EVENTS

Young Poets 2026

The poetry competition is in its 22nd year

Maybe it's an ode to the family dog
Layla or an epic about finding a small
comfort in being lost. Maybe it's a
Shakespearian sonnet or maybe it's a
haiku. Whatever it is, library staff are
prepared to accept hundreds of poems
from area students for the district's
22nd annual Young Poets competition
this coming year.

Since 2004, Jackson County
students in grades 1 through grades
12 have submitted poems while an
independent group of judges - a
group of seven or eight current and
former English teachers - review
the works and pick winners and
honorable mentions in each grade.
The event culminates in an annual
awards ceremony, with authors
given the option of reading their
winning poem on stage or having it
read for them. To put some award-
winning poets at ease, there is also an
option of skipping their poem in the
presentation all together.

"We've made the award ceremony
more relaxed and want area students
to be comfortable and excited to take
part in the ceremony,” Community
Engagement Manager Jen Holan said.
"Reading poems onstage is encouraged
but optional.”

Teachers and home school groups
have been a big part of the content'’s
success for more than 20 years, Holan
said.

"The teachers and home schoolers
who support the contest make all the
difference in the world,” Holan said.
"There are some teachers who make it
part of their curriculum each year, and
have every student submit a poem.
Their support means a lot, and it is
really what keeps this contest going.”

Holan said while a majority of the
submissions are from whole classes
JDL often receives a handful of area
students who reach out individually
to submit their work. JDL staff expect
anywhere from 600-800 submissions.

[=]

HOW TO ENTER

After you, your child, or your student writes
their masterpiece, send the poem to us by the
end of day Friday, February 13, whichever
way is most convenient:

ONLINE
www.myjdl.com/youngpoets

IN PERSON
Visit any JDL location during
open hours

In 2025, JDL received a total of 625
poems from area students and area
classes.

Poets can submit their work by
visiting www.myjdl.com/youngpoets
and filling out the submission form
with their information and their work.
Poets can also submit their poems by
dropping them off to any library branch
and filling out a submission form in
person before the end-of-day February
13 deadline.

"I'd like to thank each student who
has shared their poem, the panel of
judges for the hours they put into
reading and evaluating each poem, and
the parents, families, and educators for
supporting their young poets and the
Young Poets contest,” JDL Director Liz
Breed said. "Each year we're impressed
with the variety of topics, poetry styles,
and expression from our Jackson
County youth.”

This year, the annual awards
ceremony will take place at 6 PM
Thursday, April 30, at the Ella Sharp
Museum, located at 3225 Fourth Street
in Jackson. In addition to a certificate,
a Target gift card, and a select book
of poetry, winning poets will also get
a copy of the annual booklet featuring
Young Poets award-winning poems,
printed and circulated by the Jackson
District Library every year.

"For any poets who placed in
contests from years past, the Jackson
District Library has that poem in print
and available for checkout,” Breed
said. "It's a wonderful tradition, and
important to celebrate our local
community through our collection.”

Holan said that judges are typically
looking for poems and submissions
that are not only creative but showcase
the author's personality. For those
authors who need some inspiration or
help getting started, there are tons of
free resources available through JDL's
website, she said.

Online databases like the Poetry and
Short Story Reference Center as well as
the Literary Reference Source can be
found on JDL's website at www.myjdl.
com/databases. These tools house
thousands of short stories and poems,
ranging from the prominent to the
obscure.

"If you want to find a copy of Edgar
Allen Poe's 'The Raven’, you can find
and download that,” Holan said. "If
you want to find the poem 'Judging
Children’ about a poetry contest by
Michigan-born poet Zach Savich,
published in the Spring 2005 issue of
the Beloit Poetry Journal, you can find
and download that too. We've got it
all.” 4
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FEATURE STORY

Plugged In

Evolving in the digital age to meet community needs

As technology continues to reshape and transform how people access information,
libraries everywhere are changing how they operate to meet the new needs of

their communities.

Libraries have always been
cornerstones  of  knowledge and
community engagement. Today, as
technology continues to reshape
how we access information, libraries
everywhere are undergoing a profound
transformation - moving beyond shelves
of books and material to become
dynamic digital hubs for the community.
Jackson District Library is proud to be a
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part of this transformation.
Expanding Digital Collections

Modern libraries now offer extensive
digital collections, including ebooks,
audiobooks, streaming media, and
online databases. This allows users to
borrow materials remotely and on-
demand, reducing physical barriers to

access. At JDL, the demand for ebook
and audiobook titles increases every
year.

“Digital circulation is already up 13
percent compared with last year, and
that’s just through September,” says
Carrie Wold, JDL’s Collection Services
Manager.

The audiobook format is particularly
popular which is attributable to factors
that include the convenience of being
able to listen to a book while doing
another activity like cooking or cleaning
for instance. The widespread adoption
of smartphones and technological
enhancements such as the addition
of immersive soundscapes and
celebrity narrators, both of which add
entertainment value, has also helped to
grow the popular format.

Platforms like Libby, Hoopla, and
Kanopy - all of which JDL offers (check
out the links and QR codes on Pg. 11)
- allow patrons to borrow materials
wherever they have internet access.
Some commuters enjoy listening to

Doing what we
can to remove
barriers to access is
Important to us.

audiobooks in the car by connecting
their smartphones with these apps.
In addition to being available on
smartphones, Hoopla and Kanopy are
available on some smart TVs. This shift
ensures that libraries remain accessible
in an increasingly mobile world.

“Providing a robust digital collection
helps residents access library books,
movies, mMusic, magazines, newspapers,
and much more, any time of day, no
matter where they are,” said Liz Breed,
JDL Library Director. "That is powerful,
because it helps our residents stay
connected to the information they need
and want.”

Expanding Services
Through Technology

Libraries are not just providing
digital content - they are also looking to
innovate services.

In June 2025, JDL announced
the implementation of a new online
registration and verification software
for patrons. “Verify” allows Jackson

County adults to apply for a library card
online and, if their residency is verified,
be automatically registered for a library
card. A card number is emailed to the
applicant, and when they visit a branch
in person, they can get their physical
library card if they wish.

“Doing what we can to remove
barriers to access for our community
members is important to us,” says
Breed. "Being able to help a resident
get a card with just a few clicks allows
them to access our digital collections
almost immediately. That's the ease
and pace we've become accustomed to
in our society with many other online
experiences. We're delighted to be able
to provide this for our community.”

Now, library card applicants are able
to get a library card and gain access
to the wide swath of online resources
JDL has to offer without having to
visit a branch to verify their identity -
which especially helps underserved
communities without access to reliable
transportation or access to a consistent
daily schedule to get verified during
open hours.

Libraries have become essential
for digital inclusion, especially in
underserved areas, and to that end, one
of JDL's goals is to empower individuals
to thrive in a connected society that
grows more connected by the day.

To better support Jackson County
residents, JDL offers free internet
access, Wi-Fi hotspot lending, Wi-Fi
access on city buses and free Wi-Fi
access at various community parks.

In addition, Internet access at all JDL
locations is kept on 24/7 so community
members on alternative schedules can
access it from the parking lot.

JDL has also been evaluating its’
Tech Help service and working to make
that more visible and available to the
community. Many branches now offer
drop-in hours for tech help with the
goal of making it more convenient for
residents by alleviating the need for
appointments. Working to bridge the
digital divide - whether it's helping an
older adult figure out a tech challenge,
or providing Wi-Fi access for folks that
can’'t afford their own subscription -
increases knowledge and access, all
of which supports a thriving Jackson
County.

Whether it's expanding digital
collections or expanding services
through online technology, the Jackson
District Library continues its mission of
helping the community discover, learn,
and succeed through removing barriers
to access and meeting Jackson County
residents where they are - at home and
online. J

ONLINE &
ON-DEMAND

[t's now easier than ever to get a library card
and access your library's online collection with
your phone, computer, and even your smart TV.
ltems available to check out and stream for free
include ebooks, e-audiobooks, movies, music,
magazines, and more.

NEW TO JDL's

DIGITAL COLLECTION?
Visit the app stores to
access Libby, Hoopla, and
Kanopy. Create an account
with each service using
your library card number to
authenticate. Then browse
and enjoy!

f #  Available on the )
« App Store

f GETITON ]
” Google Play

GET A CARD ONLINE

Now, library card applicants
in Jackson County can sign
up and get verified online
without needing to visit a
branch in-person. Click the
QR code to find out how.

TECH HELP DROP-INS
Need a hand with your
phone, tablet, laptop, or
apps? Free, relaxed drop-in
sessions with one-on-one
assistance are available at
your local library.
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Winter

SCHEDULE

—vents

Register for programs online at www.myjdl.com/events

DECEMBER

Enjoying Family Celebrations
Dec.2 |2 PM
Napoleon Branch

The holidays are often filled with
togetherness and family memories. But they
can also bring stress and disappointment
for caregivers. Nicole Hourani from the
Michigan Chapter of the Alzheimer's
Association will share many tips for
caregivers to help navigate the holidays
with their loved ones. Registration required.

Yule Goat Craft

Dec. 2| 5:30 PM
Henrietta Branch

Dec. 15| 5:30 PM
Grass Lake Branch

Kids will learn about the Scandinavian
tradition of the Christmas Yule Goat
and make their own yule goat craft.
Registration required.

Water Wonders
Dec. 3| 3:30 PM
Parma Branch

Discover the wonders of water by
exploring a rising water experiment to
learn about capillary action, then create
beautiful coffee filter flowers to take
home. Perfect for curious minds who
love to mix creativity with discovery.
Registration required.

Medicare 101
Dec. 3|6 PM
Eastern Branch

Medicare expert Hunter Klaasen will be
talking all things Medicare and answering
questions posed by those in attendance. If
you or someone you know has questions
about Medicare, or are interested in
learning more, join us for this educational
program. Registration required.

Meijer Cinema Club
Dec.5- Feb.20 | 3 PM
Meijer Branch

Experience the communal joy of
classic cinema with the Meijer Cinema
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Club, screening critically —acclaimed,
culturally significant films every other
week beginning Dec. 5 and ending Feb.
20. Movies on tap include Casablanca,
Fantastic Voyage, Black Stallion, and more.

Holiday Open House
Dec. 6|10 AM
Parma Branch

Visit the Parma Branch during open
hours today to enjoy treats and
seasonal fun. Then stick around
downtown Parma to shop at the
annual Christmas in the Village Craft
Show at the Masonic Lodge.

Pokémon Expedition
Dec. 6, Jan. 17, Feb. 14 | Noon
Springport Branch

Join us at the Springport Branch for a fun-
filled time of battling, trading, and making
new friends. Whether you're a seasoned
trainer or just starting your Pokémon
journey, bring your handheld gaming
system, card collection, or both and dive
into the adventure.

Open Board Game Play
Every Saturday | Noon
Brooklyn Branch

Beginning Dec. 6, drop in for an afternoon
of friendly competition at Brooklyn's
Open Board Game Play. Whether you're a
seasoned gamer or just looking for a fun
way to spend time with family and friends,
our open board game play session has
something for everyone.

Holiday Open House
Dec.9 |6 PM
Eastern Branch

Santa is coming to the Eastern
Branch, so join us for a visit and a free
book! You can also explore the library
in a scavenger hunt for a special
holiday prize. Light refreshments will
be provided.

LEGO Makerspace
Dec. 10, Jan. 14, Feb. 11| 4 PM
Parma Branch

Drop by the Parma Branch to build what
you like or take part in our monthly LEGO

challenge. All LEGOs and figurines will be
provided. This program is for all ages, but
parent supervision is required for children
6 and younger.

Holiday Open House
Dec.10 | 3 PM
Napoleon Branch

Join us for a festive open house
the whole family will enjoy. Crafts,
games, indoor storywalk, music, and
refreshments will be available. Meet
the library staff and share your ideas
for how we can serve our community.

Concord's Candlelight Tour
Dec.10 | 6 PM
Concord Branch

Visitors are invited to stroll through
Concord’s beautifully lit historic village,
where candlelight will guide the way to
beloved landmarks including the Concord
Library, Mann House, Paddock-Hubbard
House, Universalist Church, and other
local churches and businesses.

Genealogy Workshop
Dec.10 | 6 PM
Carnegie Library

Are you interested in genealogy and are
not sure where to start? Come down to
the Carnegie Library to learn about our
library's free databases as well as some
tips and tricks to use in your personal
research.

Holiday Open House
Dec.12|1PM
Hanover Branch

Join us for an afternoon filled with
festive fun, food, and community
cheer! Guests can enjoy delicious
refreshments, make seasonal crafts,
and take part in the final bidding for
the Friends of the Library Holiday
Auction. It’s the perfect chance to
find a unique gift while supporting
your local library. There will also
be prizes, crafts for children, and
plenty of opportunities to connect
with neighbors and friends as we
celebrate the warmth of the season
together. Bring your holiday spirit
and stop by for a joyful afternoon.

Christmas Magic
Dec.19 | 3:30 PM
Springport Branch

Join us for a holly-jolly celebration full
of food, fun, and festive cheer! Meet
Santa Claus himself and share your
holiday wishes. Every child who visits
Santa will receive a free book to take
home and enjoy this season.

Wrap and Yap
Dec. 20 | 1PM
Eastern Branch

Need some space to wrap your presents?
Want some help with wrapping? Join
us for a Wrap and Yap party where you
can wrap your gifts without ruining the
surprise. Some paper will be provided but
please bring your own if you're able.

CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS
December 24-25

Operation: Back on Track
Dec. 27 - Jan. 4 | Various Times
Carnegie Library

Choo! Choo! All aboard! Join our crew as
we adventure through puzzles as fast as
we can before the train reaches its final
stop. This escape room will be held in
the Carnegie Library Mcintyre Room and
is intended for ages 6 and older. Thirty
separate one-hour sessions are available
to sign up for online. Registration
required.

CLOSED FOR NEW YEARS
December 31 - January 1

JANUARY

Tolkien Party
Jan. 3 | Noon
Henrietta Branch

Celebrate famous high fantasy author
of literary classics The Hobbit and the
Lord of the Rings series John Ronald
Reuel Tolkien's birthday with food,
games, and a feature film to enjoy.
Registration required.

Decorate Your 2026 Planner

Jan. 5| 5:30 PM
Grass Lake Branch

Jan. 7| 4:30 PM
Henrietta Branch

Get organized for the upcoming new
year and join us and your friends and
family in decorating the cover of your
own at-a-glance yearly planner and
share tips and tools to use in scheduling
your days throughout 2026. Annual
planners will be provided by library
staff. Registration required.

Winter Birding
Jan. 7| 3 PM
Napoleon Branch

Curious about what birds can be seen
at your feeder and beyond during the
winter months? Join members of the
Jackson Audubon Society to review
the different kinds of food that can be
put out along with types of feeders,
and conclude with a brief discussion
about bird migration during Michigan
winters. Registration required.

Make, Measure, Create
Jan. 7| 4:30 PM
Parma Branch

Bundle up for a frosty adventure at the
Parma Branch! Explore winter weather
by making your own DIY thermometer to
see how temperatures change, then get
creative with an adorable penguin craft
to take home. A perfect mix of hands-on
science and wintry fun! For kids aged 7-12.
Registration required.

Art Supplies Swap
Jan. 8-11 | Open Hours
Eastern Branch

Looking for a new craft? New year's
resolution to learn something new? Stop
in and take a look through a collection of
donated Art/Craft supplies, and you can
take home something new to try! All items
are free and will be available to browse
during open hours. For those interested,
please donate supplies to be swapped
during open hours from Jan. 3-7 at the
branch.

There's "Snow" Place Like JDL
Jan.12 | 4 PM
Summit Branch

Visit the Summit Branch and enjoy indoor
frosty activities like storywalks, snow
games, and a snowflake craft. No mittens
needed.

Homeschool Hangout
Jan. 14 and Feb. 11| 2:30 PM
Henrietta Branch

Join us at the Henrietta Branch as we
explore physical, human, and political
geography around the world on January
14 and shift to discuss inventions, their
inventors, and create an invention patent
on February 1. All school-age children are
welcome.

Learn to Crochet
Jan. 14 | 3:30 PM
Hanover Branch

Have you ever wanted to learn how
to crochet? Now’s your chance!
Participants will learn the fundamentals
of crochet, including how to hold a hook,

make basic stitches, and start simple
projects. Whether you're a complete
beginner or just need a refresher, this
class is a fun and relaxing way to get
creative. Supplies will be provided, the
class is completely free of charge, and
no registration is required. Simply drop
in and learn to crochet at your local
library.

Carnegie Craft Corner
Jan. 15| 3 PM
Carnegie Library

Come hang out at the Carnegie Library
and enjoy some chill crafting time! Bring
your own supplies and work on your latest
project, or start a new one, while enjoying
low pressure social time with fellow
crafters. All crafts and skill levels welcome!

Social Deduction Games
Jan. 17 110 AM
Meijer Branch

In these types of games, players attempt to
uncovereach other’s hidden team allegiance
using logic and deductive reasoning while
keeping their own allegiance hidden. We
will start with a warm-up game to get
attendees in the groove, then we'll move
on to the more complex titles. Ages 14
and older. No experience necessary.
Registration required.

Dewey Decimated
Jan.17 | 2 PM
Carnegie Library

JoinusforDewey Decimated, aninteractive
mystery game where you become a
detective for the night. Someone’s been
"shelved” permanently, and it's up to you
to crack the case. Costumes encouraged,
but by no means necessary to participate.
Registration required.

Face It: Art & Flowers Inspire
Jan. 17| 3 PM
Eastern Branch

Paint with inspiration as you learn about
the real O.G.. flower artist Frida Kahlo.
Take home your newly painted flowerpot
with a small succulent. Brightly colored
paints, pot and plant provided. Uni-brows
welcome. Registration required.

CLOSED FOR MLK Day
January 19

Why Water's Worth It
Jan. 20 and Feb. 3| 4 PM
Napoleon Branch

The Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services presents this two-
part series on Michigan drinking water.
Intended for ages 6-12. Sessions will
include take home resources. Registration
required.
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After Hours Game Night
January 23 | 5 PM
Carnegie Library

Play board games or Magic: The
Gathering after hours at the Carnegie
Library. Be sure to arrive before doors
close to the public at 6 PM and enjoy
an after hours experience at your local
library.

Adopt a Reading Plushie
Jan. 25-31| Open Hours
Carnegie Library

Carnegie has some plushie friends looking
for a home! Start the adoption process
by checking out a book at the Carnegie
Library and filling out some adoption
papers. Once you have read and returned
the book on your next visit along with the
adoption papers, we will send you home
with your new friend.

Healthy for Life
Jan. 27 | 1:30 PM
Concord Branch

In a world full of diets that don’t
work, the Healthy for Life program
offers a reliable, sustainable way to
achieve better health and wellness
for life. Healthy for Life is a nutrition
and wellbeing program designed
to empower participants to make
informed choices about food,
nutrition, and lifestyle habits. This
interactive session led by LifeWays
representatives will explore how
what you eat affects your body, the
importance of balanced nutrition,
and strategies for taking care of
your whole self - mind, body, and
spirit.

Writing Wonders with Da'Vier
Jan. 28, Feb. 25| 4 PM
Spring Arbor Branch

We all have stories living inside us waiting
to be shared. Here, you can let that story
out and let your imagination run wild!
For kids 10 and older, we’ll be holding a
space for young writers to hone their skills
and get experimental with their writing.
Registration required.

FEBRUARY

LEGO Contest
Feb. 1-28 | Open Hours
Springport Branch

Think you have what it takes to build the
ultimate LEGO masterpiece? Create the
LEGO library of your dreams and enter it
in our contest. All entries must be entered
by February 28. Prizes will be awarded for
each age group and the contest will be
judged by the local business and service
community.
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Global Day of Play
Feb. 4 |1PM
Spring Arbor Branch

Come over to the Spring Arbor Branch
and have hours of free, unstructured,
screen-free play. Different items will be
available for imaginative play. For all ages,
but kids 8 and younger will need to be
supervised by an adult. The play day will
be held in the community room.

Library Olympics
Feb.7 |11 AM
Parma Branch

Get ready to go for gold at Parma’s
Library Olympics! Start by designing
your own country and flag. Then
compete in cool challenges, like
tabletop curling and snowball shot
put. Join the fun - everyone’s a
champion at this frosty celebration!

For ages 7-14. Registration required.

Minute to Win It
Feb. 13 | 1:30 PM
Hanover Branch

Looking for something fun to do over
winter break? Join us for Minute to Win It
Games, board games, snacks, and prizes.
Test your skills in a variety of quick and
silly challenges - each lasting just a minute
- but packed with laughs! This is a drop-in
event, so come anytime and stay as long
as you like. It’s perfect for kids, teens, and
families looking to warm up their winter
break with some excitement at the library.

Carnegie Mini Golf
Feb.14 |1PM
Carnegie Library

Come down to the Carnegie Library and
put your putt-putt skills to the test with
our mini-golf course that spans both
floors at the library!

Genealogy Workshop
Feb. 21110:30 AM
Springport Branch

New to researching your family history?
Need help getting past a genealogy
roadblock? Join us at the Springport Branch
to explore genealogy resources available
for free at JDL and get help in your family
history search. Registration required.

Visit www.myjdl.com/events for
a full, complete, up-to-date list of
programs including workshops,
author talks, storytimes, book
clubs, and much, much more.
Scan the QR Codes to the right
to review Autumn events and
program series not listed above.

ONGOING
EVENTS

Scan the QR Codes below to review
a wide variety of ongoing programs,
events, and clubs at JDL, including
book groups, storytimes for children,
and more.

District Book Clubs

Celebrating
140 years of
free public
libraries in

Jackson
County.

JACKSON
DISTRICT
LIBRARY

YOUR PLACE TO DISCOVER

Since 1886
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