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LIBRARY LOVE

Has your local library made a 
difference in your life? If you 
appreciate JDL or one of our 
many stellar staff members, 
visit myjdl.com/5ways to let 
us know what you love most 
about JDL.

Library staff are gathering 
stories from patrons who love 
the Jackson District Library 
and want to tell us about it. 
Visit the website above to 
submit your story or simply 
email marketing@myjdl.com 
with a story about how JDL 
helped you or a loved one.

We’ll feature these stories, 
with permission, in the 
coming months.
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ON THE COVER

The Eastern Branch of the 
Jackson District Library 
reopened to the public 
earlier this season.

Eastern Branch staff pose 
for a picture at the newly-
renovated building and are 
all smiles after a months-long 
hiatus.

CHAPTERS
THE JACKSON DISTRICT LIBRARY NEWSLETTER

The Jackson District Library Eastern Branch 
reopened to the public in October 2023 after 
extensive renovations were done to the property 
located at 3125 E. Michigan Ave.

“We want area residents to know that we’re 
committed to spending their tax dollars wisely 
and making their public spaces accessible, safe, 
and up-to-date,” JDL Library Director Liz Breed 
said about the project. “We’re thrilled to re-open 
the Eastern Branch. Our patrons can expect to 
see a refreshed space that mirrors that of the new 
branches in Spring Arbor and Brooklyn.”

This autumn, contractors finished the overall 
project by resurfacing the parking lot and updating 
the building’s exterior. Interior renovations to make 
the library more user-friendly include updated 
carpet, paint, and lighting; lowering the shelves 
to increase accessibility; and adding a quiet study 
space. Generous donations from the community 
resulted in a new “early literacy wall” at the branch 
(pictured below). The building has not been 
extensively renovated since it opened in 1987.

“This is a project that was long overdue,” JDL Board 
President Jacqueline Barber said. “We’re all very 
happy that it has come to fruition.”

The renovations are the most 
recent in a growing list of 
updates at JDL locations. 
Officials began work on 
these capital projects 
in late 2020, with 
the expansion and 
renovation of the 
Brooklyn Branch. The 
Spring Arbor Branch 
followed with a move 
to a new, larger and 
more up-to-date 
location.

EASTERN BRANCH REOPENS



DIAPER DRIVE

Any brand, any size, any 
branch...

The Jackson District Library is 
partnering with the nonprofit 
“Jackson Michigan Giving 
Back to the Community” this 
December and organizing a 
district-wide diaper drive.

Take any brand and any size 
of diaper to any JDL location 
during the month of December 
and library staff will work with 
Giving Back to the Community 
to get those donations into the 
hands of local individuals and 
families in need.

According to the National 
Diaper Bank Network, 35% of 
families in the U.S. reported 
cutting back on food 
purchases to afford diapers. 
Help us make a difference 
and help area families in need.

FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA FOR 
UP-TO-THE-MINUTE UPDATES 
ON ALL OUR PROGRAMMING.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Find plenty of fun and interesting things 
to do when you decide to participate in a 
program or event at one of the many JDL 
locations throughout Jackson County. You 
can find a more detailed, complete list of 
library programs and events by visiting and 
browsing our website events calendar at 
www.myjdl.com/events.

YOGA AT JDL

Relax, unwind, and take care 
of your body with the slow 
and gentle flow of instructor-
led yoga classes. 

Saturdays, 10:30AM and the 
first and third Thursdays at 

5:45 PM

Spring Arbor Branch
122 Star Road

HOLIDAY GRIEF For those who’ve lost loved 
ones and miss them, with therapist Connor Jewell. 
Summit Branch 10 AM | Registration Required

DEC

5

NEW PANTRY NEW YOU Nutritionist 
Savannah Curtis will show how to organize your pantry 
for a better, healthier you. Concord Branch 10 AM

JAN

6

TEEN GAME NIGHT Join us for a fun afternoon 
of Nintendo Switch video games and pizza with friends. 
Summit Branch 6 PM | Registration Required

DEC

20

BEAUTIFULLY WRAPPED Zarinah El-Amin 
Naeem explores the headwrapping and its intersection 
with fashion and culture. Carnegie Library 12 PM

FEB

10

SHADOW PUPPET THEATER Celebrate 
Lunar New Year with a shadow puppet performance 
of the Nian monster story. Meijer Branch 2 PM

FEB

10

JAN

8
TRADE TOOLS Do you need help applying for 
jobs? Attend one of our workshops Jan. 8, 10, and 12. 
Carnegie Library 10 AM | Registration Required

MAKE SOME NOISE Greet the Chinese New 
Year by creating a noisemaker drum with others. 
Napoleon Branch 3 PM | Registration Required

FEB

20

STICKER SWAP Bring your stickers to swap 
them for new ones and “stick” around to decorate 
your personal items. Parma Branch 11 AM

JAN

13

WINTER ROADSIDE KIT Caught outside this 
winter? Join the workshop to create a winter survival 
kit while supplies last. Carnegie Library 6 PM

DEC

13
BRANCH DAYS AND TIMES AGES

Brooklyn Thursdays, 11 AM Up to 5

Carnegie Thursdays, 10 AM 2-5

Eastern Tuesdays, 11 AM All Ages

Grass Lake Thursdays, 11 AM 3-5

Henrietta Tuesdays, 11 AM 3-5

Parma Mondays, 11 AM 2-4

Spring Arbor Thursdays, 11 AM Up to 5

Summit Wednesdays, 11 AM 2-4

Storytimes will run weekly from January 8 to May 18.

DISTRICTWIDE 2024
STORYTIMES

The storytimes at Jackson District Library are just one of the 
many ways we promote healthy reading habits and life-long 
learning, as well as help parents find ways to bond with their 
children.

We also provide an array of literacy services for individuals of all 
ages, including our “1000 Books before Kindergarten” program 
and our adult literacy tutoring program. Learn more about both by 
visiting a branch or scanning the QR code.


