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CONTACT US

DEPARTMENTS

Director’s Office
517-905-1308
breedl@myjdl.com

Collection Services
517-905-1417
collectionservices@myjdl.com

Human Resources
517-905-1306
wayned@myjdl.com

Marketing
517-905-1314
marketing@myjdl.com

Information Technology
517-905-1316
it@myjdl.com

Facilities
517-905-1315
hueyj@myjdl.com

Finance
517-905-1301
finance@myjdl.com

Community Engagement
517-905-1320
community@myjdl.com

Youth Services
517-905-1347
youthservices@myjdl.com

LOCATIONS

Administration Building
290 W Michigan Ave | Jackson, M| 49201
517-788-4087

Brooklyn Branch
207 N Main St | Brooklyn, Ml 49230
517-905-1369

Carnegie Library
244 W Michigan Ave | Jackson, Ml 49201
517-788-4087

Concord Branch
108 S Main St | Concord, Ml 49237
517-905-1379

Eastern Branch
3125 E Michigan Ave | Jackson, Ml 49202
517-788-4074

Grass Lake Branch
130 W Michigan Ave | Grass Lake, M| 49240
517-522-8211

Hanover Branch
137 W Main St | Hanover, M| 49241
517-905-1399

Henrietta Branch
1744 Bunkerhill Road | Pleasant Lake, Ml 49272
517-769-6537

Meijer Branch
2699 Airport Road | Jackson, Ml 49202
517-788-4480

Napoleon Branch
6755 Brooklyn Road | Napoleon, M| 49261
517-536-4266

Parma Branch
102 Church St | Parma, Ml 49269
517-531-4908

Spring Arbor Branch
122 Star Road | Spring Arbor, Ml 49283
517-750-2030

Springport Branch
116 Mechanic St | Springport, Ml 49284
517-905-1459

Summit Branch
104 W Bird St | Jackson, Ml 49203

517-783-4030
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

120 & Counting

Open house scheduled to celebrate the Carnegie Library

A picture of the Carnegie Library in downtown Jackson dating back to the summer

of 1960. This summer, we celebrate the Carnegie Library’s 120th anniversary,

JDL's Carnegie Library turns 120 this
August and we are excited to announce
that we'll be hosting an anniversary
open house Aug. 15 at the downtown
Jackson landmark.

The celebration will be open to
the public and include live music,
refreshments, library tours, speeches
and proclamations from local political
leaders, and more.

"We're also very happy to announce
that the library was awarded a historic
designation from the State of Michigan,”
JDL Director Liz Breed said. "We've
been working to get the state marker
language approved and the state
marker built and delivered.”

Priorto earning the state designation,
the library was one of 29 buildings
and locations in Jackson County listed
under the National Register of Historic
Places, earning that designation in 1980.
Breed said she hopes to have the state
marker on hand during the celebration
and open house but a delivery date has
yet to be confirmed.

A team of library officials and
staff, led by the district's local history
librarian Nathaniel Arndts started to
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gather historical documents and piece
together the storied history of the
Carnegie Library to present to the state
for review last year.

The library's genesis was a $70,000
donation from steel magnate Andrew
Carnegie in 1901. The steel mogul and
philanthropist donated millions of
dollars to towns across the country to
build libraries from 1883 to 1929.

Although there are no primary
documents that Arndts can locate
to prove the claims, oral history and
letters steeped in winks and nods point
to Jackson resident Zelie P. Emerson
as someone who had a romantic
relationship with Carnegie prior to his
ascent. A New York Times article from
February 26, 1912, reports of Emerson’s
friends recounting how she refused to
marry Andrew Carnegie, due to parental
objection to their proposed union.

Emerson's relationship with Carnegie
likely helped garner such a relatively
large donation, Arndts suggested, and
her proximity to the magnate allowed
her to write Carnegie multiple times
asking for more funds.

After funds were secure, local leaders

fought over a site for the new library. In
addition to the question of where the
new library would be built, construction
issues, political dealings, fights between
local clubs and council members, and
more led to a delayed opening, but in
August 1906 the building was open to
the public.

"The many questions that have
come to [library officials and local
leaders] as to when the library
would open might fill a volume larger
than Webster's Dictionary,” a local
newspaper article from August 1906
reads. "But, the building is a peach, and
its magnificence and convenience goes
far to compensate for the long delays.”

A story in the Autumn 2025 issue
of Chapters and in a past episode of
Untitled, the JDL podcast, tell the story..

"A lot has happened in the 120 years
since this beautiful building was built,”
Breed said. "While the community
continues to grow and change around
it, the Carnegie Library has stood the
test of time.”

JDL is paying for the open house
thanks to a grant from the Carnegie
Corporation of New York, which recently
awarded $10,000 to Carnegie libraries
across the country to commemorate
the 250th anniversary of the signing of
the Declaration of Independence.

"Our founder, Andrew Carnegie,
who championed the free public
library movement of the late 719th
century, described libraries as ‘cradles
of democracy’ that ‘strengthen the
democratic idea, the equality of the
citizen, and the royalty of man”
President of the Carnegie Corporation
Dame Louise Richardson said in their
press release. “We still believe this and
are delighted to celebrate our connection
to the libraries he founded.” JJ

120 YEARS

AT THE

CARNEGIE
LIBRARY

OPEN HOUSE
Aug. 15
10 AM -4 PM

244 W. Michigan Ave.
Jackson, Ml 49201

For 120 years, the Carnegie Library has served as a Jackson community hub with a long history of children’s programs (top left
and bottom right), a growing list of materials for all patrons to peruse (bottom left), and - of course - spaces for quiet reflection
and reading (top right).
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MEET THE TEAM

Kristin Stiger

Every quarter, we highlight a
different JDL employee from among
the roughly 150 people the district
employs. This quarter, it’s Kristin Stiger,
Youth Services Coordinator, who's been
with JDL since May 2022.

Tell us about yourself.

Who would have thought the high
school page who quietly shelved books
at the Carnegie Library would have
ended up the Coordinator of Youth
Services? | sure didn't at that time, but
after getting my bachelor’s degree in
teaching, | realized that where | was
working this whole time was where |
was supposed to be.

[ love the Jackson District Library and
I am so happy after traveling around to
a few different libraries between 2017-
2022, | got to come back to serve my
home community - in the best position
I might add.

My husband, Eddie, and | are both
native Jacksonians living with our two
corgis Watson and Ruby. | am a bit of
a foodie - with the mentality that there
isn't much a good meal and a fine
drink can't fix. Our household is big on
gaming - video games, tabletop/board
games, the lot of it.

At any given moment chances are
I have taken up some new hobby or
obsession. | am looking forward to a
summer of kayaking, using my grill and
smoker, and bottling up some mead I've
been aging.

What are some of your favorite books,
movies, albums, etc.?

| love a romance novel. | can't help it. |
know so many are formulaic, but | cannot
get enough. | think sometimes people
look at the romance genre as lesser,
typed as the genre for middle-aged,
married moms. |, however, think it's one
of the most important genres there is.

[t gives people a moment to
reflect on their past, present, or future
relationships. Books have the ability to
help us heal from the bad and discover
something new and fulfilling. The genre
also opens up some great opportunities

Youth Services Coordinator

for dialogues into stereotypes, gender
equality, power dynamics, toxic versus
healthy relationships, and much more.

Most recently | have been diving into
the Duskwalker Brides series by Opal
Reyne. It's been an entertaining mix of
horror, paranormal experiences, and
romance.

I've found myself analyzing the male
leads possessiveness in this series. Is
this catering to the readers' or author's
fantasy of being desired and claimed by
another - to be the most important thing
to one's partner that the possibly of
them straying is unthinkable? Or is this
just an example of a toxic, controlling
relationship?

Maybe that is the best part about
books. It's not about what others take
from it. It's about what you take from it.
Me? | think | am willing to get swept up
in this gentle, yet dangerous, monster's

undying love for his curvy companion.
What can | say? I'm a hopeless romantic
at heart.

What’s your favorite part about
working at JDL?

My favorite part of my job at JDL is
the variety. Some people find comfortin
daily consistency; while | find it boring.
Each season brings JDL's Community
Engagement Department a series of
new opportunities to create fun and
engaging programs for Jackson County.

Planning Spring Break, Summer
Discover, and Get Caught Reading are
just a few of the highlights | get the
pleasure of leading. | work with some of
the best, most creative people and | am
so excited about what we have in the
works for everyone. Make sure to stay
tuned. 4

‘I‘vvork with some of the best, most
creative people and am so excited
about what we have in store.

OPAL REYNE OPAL REYNE
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Check out Opal Reyne books and ebooks
including the Duskwalker Bride Series
through JDL's catalog. Scan the QR code
to browse her collection and more.
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READERS ADVISORY

JDL Staff Picks

We at Jackson District Library love
books. We are proud to provide reading
materials for all ages and for all sorts
of needs. It doesn't matter if you want
a story, facts, or something in between,
we enthusiastically try to find it for you.
That's why we proudly say we are “your
place to discover,” and why we loudly and

MADELINE MILLER

1| HORUS RISING

The Complete Series

Library material we suggest

proudly recommend material we love.

Check out a list of some curated
JDL staff book suggestions below. For
a list of newly-acquired material for the
district as a whole, as well as up-to-date
recommendations from JDL staff, visit
www.myjdl.com/explore.

For those interested in signing up

Merrily we Roll Along | directed by Maria Friedman
Recommended by Library Assistant Il Charles Williams

The Song of Achilles | by Madeline Miller
Recommended by Library Assistant | Hannah McFarland

Horus Rising | by Dan Abnett
Recommended by Library Assistant Il Jorden Moon

Mr. Robot | by Sam Esmail
Recommended by Library Assistant || Dan Rauch

for JDL's monthly "JDL Picks" email or
for those interested in signing up for
JDL's bi-monthly email newsletter "The
Stacks,” visit www.myjdl.com/signup
to sign up. Simply check "Yes" or "No"
next to our different email newsletter
options on the landing page, and we'll
handle the rest. J

"l absolutely loved the pro shot of Merrily We Roll Along, a recently produced movie starring Daniel
Radcliffe, Johnathan Groff, and Lindsey Mendez. | had never heard of the show before | watched it,
and it pushed its way directly into my Top 5 Broadway Shows. Anyone who enjoys musicals should
check it out for sure.”

"l recently reread The Song of Achilles by Madeline Miller. This is one of my absolute favorite novels!
It is a beautifully written retelling of the Trojan War from the perspective of Patroclus, Achilles’ lover.
Achilles is portrayed as a monster in the original tale, and in many ways he is; however, Patroclus
gives us a background that will change the way you look at Achilles forever.”

"I've recently gotten back into Warhammer 40k and | decided to start at the very beginning with Dan
Abnett’'s Horus Rising. The story follows the Imperium of Man and the Emperor’s favorite son, Horus, as
he is elevated to the prestigious rank of Warmaster during a golden age of conquest. Abnett masterfully
blends philosophy, political intrigue, and immense scenes of dark fantasy mixed with deep-space sci-fi.

”

"Mr. Robot is a psychological techno-thriller centered around a man who is recruited by an anarchist
hacktivist group. It originally aired on the USA Network, quickly becoming their flagship series and
running for four seasons. It stars Rami Malek in a role that won him an Emmy for Best Actor. It touches on
themes of mental health, cybersecurity and anti-capitalism. It is very good.”

'UNTITLED' PODCAST

For up-to-date material reviews,
check out JDL's podcast Untitled,
an informal and fun monthly talk
with local community
leaders and library staff
where we talk about
what we like and don't.

BOOK TASTINGS

Our readers advisory videos on
our YouTube channel, our "Book
Tastings" are where we have a
e discussion about some
Td#a Of our favorite and least
™3 favorite books, movies,
songs, and more.

TAKE YOUR PICK

For those who want to cut through
the noise and get to a good book
or movie right away, reach out to
us directly and we'll
have JDL staff curate a
list of material we think
you'll enjoy.
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ANNUAL EVENTS

summer

Discover

Our annual summer festival continues through July 31

Participants enjoy a party at the Spring Arbor Branch to celebrate Summer
Discover 2025. The new season of Summer Discover continues through July 31.

Summer Discover 2026 is all about
bringing our community together
around reading, learning, and fun during
the summer months. While our summer
reading efforts have along history, going
on nearly 50 years, what matters most
to us today is the impact the program
continues to have on families across
Jackson County - further establishing
JDL as a place where literacy efforts
are paramount (Read more about JDL's
literacy efforts on Pg. 10).

Every summer, thousands of
participants - from toddlers to seniors -
join Summer Discover. For children, the
program helps prevent the “summer
slide” by keeping reading habits strong
while school is out. For teens and
adults, it offers motivation to read more,
explore new topics, and stay connected
to their local library. And for families, it
creates shared experiences that make
literacy a part of everyday life.

Summer Discover is intentionally
designed to be inclusive and accessible.
Anyone can participate, regardless of
age or reading level. Parents can log
time spent reading to young children,
teens can track independent reading,

and adults are encouraged to join in
alongside their kids.

"By welcoming everyone, we aim to
build a county-wide culture that values
curiosity, storytelling, and lifelong
learning,” Youth Services Coordinator
Kristin Stiger said (learn more about
Stiger on Pg. 7).

Community partnerships and local
businesses play a big role in making
Summer Discover successful. Local
businesses generously donate prizes,
giving participants a chance to earn
rewards like ice cream certificates, gift
cards, and more. Each prize drawing
supports both literacy and the local
economy, reinforcing that Summer
Discover is truly a community-wide
effort.

At the same time, our library
branches become gathering spaces
throughout June and July. We host
family-friendly programs across the
district, including hands-on workshops,
special performances, and popular live
animal events. These programs give
families free, enriching activities and
create opportunities for neighbors to
connect with one another in welcoming,

public spaces.

Consistency is another key to the
program’s impact. Summer Discover
runs from June 1 through July 31 every
year, making it easy for returning
participants to jump in without a
learning curve. There’s no complicated
structure - participants simply read for
four total hours and log their time online.
Every four hours read earns an entry
into the prize drawing of their choice,
and readers can continue logging time
and earning entries all summer long.

Signing up is simple. Participants
can register online at www.myjdl.com,
where they can create an account, track
their reading time, and choose prize
drawings. Library staff are also always
happy to help anyone who prefers to
sign up in person or needs assistance
getting started.

"Every year, Summer Discover is
more than a reading challenge,” JDL
Library Dlrector Liz Breed said, "it's a
shared investment in our community’s
well-being. By encouraging reading,
offering free programs, and creating
welcoming spaces for all ages, we're
proud to support Jackson County
families all summer long and invite
everyone to discover something new
with us.” 4

REGISTER NOW
FOR SD26

* All ages can participate
* Read 4 hours between
June 1and July 31to earn
grand prize entries
e Prize drawings include gift
cards to local favorites like:
- Jackson 10
- Allskate Fun Center
- Cascades Ice Cream
+ Readers up to age 17
receive a free book for
registering
* All participants earn a
completion prize
*  You can read anything you
like for Summer Discover
* Check the calendar on Pg.
13 for Summer Discover
activities at each branch
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FEATURE STORY

Well Read

We are uniquely positioned for impact as a literacy leader

-

The Jackson County Animal Shelter brought in some furry friends to help readers

relax and enjoy an afternoon read-in at the Napoleon Branch this spring.

Here at the Jackson District Library
(JDL), literacy is not viewed as a
single skill or a one-time milestone. It
is a lifelong learning skill that shapes
educational success, economic
opportunity, civic participation, and
personal and physical well-being.

We are a community literacy leader
supporting reading through every
program, service, and reading challenge
we offer. Reading is foundational for
early childhood through adulthood and
the literacy principle "you must learn to
read so you can read to learn” is core,
not only to individual growth but to
the strength and resilience of Jackson
County as a whole.

The “why” behind this work is
grounded in a clear understanding of
what reading makes possible. Literacy
strengthens educational outcomes,
supports workforce readiness, nurtures
empathy and identity development,
improves health and well-being, and
builds  stronger, more connected
communities.

10 CHAPTERS | Summer 2026

As Rebecca Gross noted in a the
National Endowment for the Arts
(NEA) article titled Why it Pays to
Read, "Reading literary fiction elevates
levels of empathy, a key factor in
our development as compassionate
human beings. These benefits ripple far
beyond the page, shaping individuals
and communities alike.”

Public libraries like JDL are uniquely
positioned to deliver this impact. They
are free, welcoming, non-judgmental
spaces where learning feels voluntary
rather than compulsory. At JDL, every
literacy initiative - from early childhood
programs to adult literacy support,
from curated reading guidance to
county-wide reading challenges - exists
because reading is a cornerstone of
community strength.

Libraries have historically been
places where community members can
gather and share their love for reading,
learning, and literacy. At JDL, we are
striving to better position ourselves as
literacy leaders in Jackson County in

the coming years through a growing
list of initiatives, partnerships, and
services. Additionally, this is one of our
many goals in the district's 2025-2027
Strategic Plan.

Start Them Young

While literacy is often discussed
in relation to school work, reading
development does not begin or end
in the classroom. Communities play
a vital role in reinforcing reading
habits, preventing learning loss, and
connecting literacy and learning to
everyday life. When communities
invest in literacy, they invest in
long-term outcomes such as economic
stability, civic engagement, and social
cohesion.

Research consistently shows
that voluntary reading is especially
powerful because of the autonomy
and meaning it offers readers. JDL’s
literacy strategy embraces this idea,
Breed said. Reading should not feel like
a mandate for young readers; it should
feel like discovery.

Early childhood is one of the
most important periods for literacy
development.  Children who are
exposed to books early build stronger
vocabularies, greater comprehension
skills, and more positive associations
with reading. JDL’s 1,000 Books Before
Kindergarten program is built on this
understanding and on the principle that
caregivers are a child’s first and most
influential teachers.

Rather than focusing on achievement
benchmarks, the program emphasizes
consistency and relationship-building.
Reading aloud becomes a shared
experience, reinforcing emotional
bonds while supporting language
development. By breaking the goal
into manageable pieces, the program
demonstrates that meaningful literacy
growth can happen through everyday
moments.

This approach aligns with broader
literacy research showing that what
and how people read matters as
much as quantity. As Richardson and
Eccles observed in their study, “What
and how youth were reading was as
important as the amount.” JDL applies
this insight early, encouraging families
to read material that is enjoyable,
culturally relevant, and developmentally
appropriate.

"This  philosophy shapes our
programs, services, and reading
challenges, all of which are designed
to reduce barriers while increasing
motivation and connection,” Youth
Services Coordinator Kristin Stiger said,

"but fostering this love for reading and
literacy education shouldn't stop in
elementary school, literacy is a lifelong
need.”

Not Just for Kids

Many adults in every community
face challenges related to reading,
writing, or language. These challenges
can affect employment opportunities,
civic participation, decision-making,
and even the ability to support a
child’s education. JDL’s Adult Literacy
Services exist because we recognize
that strong communities often depend
on confident, informed adults.

"Our adult literacy programs provide
opportunities for individuals to build
foundational reading and writing skills in
a supportive, respectful environment,”
JDL Librarian | Emily Baumann said.
"By situating these services within
the library, JDL reduces stigma and
reinforces the idea that learning is
something people can return to at any
age.”

Literacy also has measurable
economic impact. Gross notes in her
article written for the NEA that higher
reading proficiency is strongly linked to
better job prospects and income levels.

“More than 60 percent of employed
proficient readers have jobs in

management, or in the business,
financial, professional, and related
sectors,” she wrote, and proficient
readers are “2.5 times more likely” than
basic readers to earn higher weekly
wages.

Adult literacy services are not
just educational supports - they are
economic and civic investments that
benefit the entire community.

While reading is often solitary,
shared reading experiences play a
powerful role in building empathy and
social connection as well. JDL's Book
Discussion Kits support groups who
want to read and discuss the same
title, lowering logistical barriers and
encouraging thoughtful dialogue.

Discussion deepens comprehension
and invites multiple perspectives.
By facilitating shared reading, JDL
reinforces literacy as a civic activity -
one that brings people together, fosters
respectful dialogue, and strengthens
community bonds.

While a lot of the services and
programs we offer occur within our
walls, community literacy work shouldn't
simply be confined to library buildings.
Through StoryWalks, JDL brings books
into parks and public spaces, creating
opportunities for families to read
together while engaging in physical
activity and exploring their commmunity.

"StoryWalks reflect a belief that
reading is both social and experiential,”
Community Engagement Director Jen
Holan said. "They normalize literacy as
part of daily life, particularly for families
who may not yet see the library as a
routine destination. These installations
also reduce barriers by placing books
directly in shared community spaces.”

By blending movement, place, and
storytelling, StoryWalks reinforce the
ideathat literacy is active and accessible,
Holan said. "They strengthen family
engagement, encourage conversation,
and expand the reach of reading
beyond traditional walls.”

Take Your Pick

Access alone, however, does not
guarantee engagement. Many readers
- especially teens, adults returning
to reading, or those without strong
reading confidence - struggle with
knowing what to read next.

JDL Picks addresses this through
staff-curated recommendations that
help readers find books aligned with
their interests, identities, and goals.
Choice is a crucial motivator. Studies
consistently show that self-selected
reading leads to stronger engagement
and better outcomes. As the NEA
article emphasizes and points out,

everyone involved.

JDL'S TOP 5 FAMILY LITERACY TIPS

1. READ TOGETHER EVERY DAY Spending just 10-15 minutes reading together
each day can make a big difference in a child’s development. This daily habit helps build
vocabulary, comprehension, and listening skills over time and strengthens family bonds.

2. LET KIDS CHOOSE Giving children the freedom to pick their own books empowers
them and makes reading feel exciting rather than like a chore. Interest drives motivation.

3. TALK ABOUT THE STORY Asking simple questions during or after reading helps
children think more deeply about what they’ve heard or read. Questions like “What was
your favorite part?” or “Why do you think that happened?” encourage conversation,

improve comprehension, and spark imagination.

4. MAKE READING FUN Bring stories to life by using different voices for characters,
adding sound effects, or acting out scenes. Take turns reading pages or sentences to keep

5. CONNECT READING TO THE DAY-TO-DAY Show children that reading happens
everywhere—not just in books. Invite them to help read recipes while cooking, signs while
driving, or shopping lists at the store. Point out words in the world around them.

CHAPTERS | Summer 2026 1



reading “can enhance your vocabulary,
build your cognitive skills, introduce you
to new ideas, and teach you all sorts of
fun facts.”

When readers feel personally
connected to what they are reading,
these benefits multiply, Breed said.
Through JDL Picks, we assert our role
not just as a provider of materials, but as
a trusted guide in the reading journey.
In addition to readers advisory services,
the JDL Picks umbrella includes our
monthly podcast Untitled and our
quarterly Book Tasting Videos, where
we invite community guests to come
on and discuss some of the material
they've read, watched, and listened to
that they enjoy. Visit www.myjdl.com/
jdlpicks to learn more.

Let's Work Together

JDL’s leadership in literacy extends
beyond individual programs through
partnerships such as the Jackson
County Early Literacy Alliance (JCELA).
These collaborations recognize that
libraries, schools, and community
organizations are most effective when
working together.

JDL is one of five organizations
that have joined forces to make sure
everyone has access to the tools,
resources, and supports needed to
read. In cooperation with the Jackson
Community Foundation, Jackson
County Intermediate School District,
Great Start Collaborative, and the
Jackson Collaborative Network, the
Jackson County Early Literacy Alliance
(JCELA) began in 2023 and is made up
of community volunteers, educators,
families, and donors who believe that
by working together we can positively

impact Jackson’s early childhood
reading outcomes.
Through coordinated efforts,

literacy messaging becomes more
consistent, resources are used more

efficiently, and families encounter
supportive  systems at  multiple
points. This networked approach

reflects an understanding of literacy
as an ecosystem rather than a single
intervention. JDL’s role as convener
and connector strengthens that
ecosystem, ensuring that reading
support is visible, accessible, and
aligned across the community.

"There have been a steady stream
of grant-funded, state-funded, and
donor-funded programs with the goal
of promoting community literacy in
Jackson County,” JDL Youth Services
Coordinator and JCELA liaison Kristin
Stiger said. "JCELA's goal is to make
sure those efforts that have a proven
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track record don't fade away if funding
disappears.”

Ultimately, whetherit's in partnership
with other organizations or a library-
led initiative, Breed said she and
others keep their focus on the goal of
cultivating an environment where kids
love to read and making sure they have
the tools and resources they need to
grow their literacy skills in their youth
and beyond.

Challenge Accepted

One of the most visible expressions
of JDL’s literacy leadership is its annual
reading challenges, including Summer
Discover, winter reading challenges,
and other seasonal initiatives like
Get Caught Reading in March. These
programs use simple goals and positive

incentives to encourage sustained
reading habits.

Summer Discover addresses
a well-documented challenge:
when regular routines disappear,

reading often declines. The program
encourages participants of all ages to
continue reading during the summer
months, supporting skill retention and
reinforcing reading as an enjoyable
activity.

The  structure is intentionally
low-barrier. Participants track reading
time rather than specific titles, allowing
flexibility in  format and material.
This mirrors research findings that
autonomy and relevance are key drivers
of engagement (read more about
Summer Discover on Pg. 9)

Winter reading challenges provide
similar motivation during another
season of disruption. These programs
reinforce consistency, invite genre
exploration, and maintain connections

between patrons and the library
year-round.
Together, these challenges

communicate a simple but powerful
message: reading is not seasonal,
age-limited, or school-dependent. It is a
lifelong habit worth supporting.

Building the Framework

Our leadership in community literacy
is not defined by a single program, but
by the intentional alignment of services
that support readers at every stage of
life, Breed said. From early childhood
initiatives to adult literacy instruction,
from outdoor reading experiences to
curated recommendations and shared
discussions, we have accepted the
challenge to build a comprehensive
literacy framework in Jackson County
grounded in research and community

need.

"Reading opens doors to possibility,
helping individuals envision what lies
ahead,” Breed said. "Likewise, JDL's
literacy efforts help Jackson County
see what is possible - a community of
engaged readers, connected families,
confident learners, and informed
citizens.”

Literacy is foundational to nearly
every marker of community well-being.
When people read, they learn more,
connect more deeply with others, adapt
more readily to change, and contribute
more fully to civic life.

"We prioritize being a leader on
literacy because it recognizes reading
as both deeply personal and profoundly
public.” Breed said. "Through its
programs, services, partnerships,
and reading challenges, JDL invests
in minds, relationships, and futures.
In doing so, the library affirms that
literacy is not just about books - it is
about possibility.” 4

2025
ANNUAL
REPORT

Check out our 2025
Annual Report by
scanning the QR Code
below or visiting
myjdl.com

JACKSON
DISTRICT
LIBRARY

YOUR PLACE TO DISCOVER

SCHEDULE

Summer Events

Register for programs online at www.myjdl.com/events

JUNE

Pollinator Puddlers
June 2|6 PM
Eastern Branch

Is it art or is it field biology? Trick question:
it's both! Help trick out the pollinator
furnishings in your garden while learning
about the importance, benefits and beauty
of pollinators. Registration required.

Cinema Club
June 3 - Aug. 26 | 5 PM
Meijer Branch

The Meijer Cinema Club is screening
family-friendly classics The Iron Giant
and The Princess Bride to accommodate
the kiddos on summer break here in
the library's Community Room every
Wednesday night from 5 to 7:30 PM.

SD26: Bubbleman Ron
June 6 - July 22 | Varies
Seven JDL Locations

Join us for an indoor, non-messy,
bubble program demonstrating the
art and science of the soap bubble!
Ron and Gloria Loyd use ordinary
soap bubble solution to create
volcano bubbles, tornado bubbles,
kaleidoscope bubbles, and much
much more. Scan the QR Code on
Pg. 15 for a full list of SD26 programs.

Registration required.

Zoom Town
June 6 |1PM
Carnegie Library

Start your engines! Zoom Town is rolling
into the Carnegie Library with track play,
speedy fun, and big smiles for kids and
families. Get ready to zoom!

SD26: Animal Myths
June 8 - July 15 | Varies
Six JDL Locations

Are owls truly wise? Do turtles come
out of their shells? This program
addresses common wildlife myths
with the Howell Nature Center. Scan
the QR Code on Pg. 15 for a full list
of SD26 programs. Registration

required.

SD26: Harmony Gardens
June 9 - July 15 | Varies
Nine JDL Locations

Join us for an early childhood family
music program where participants
can enjoy an interactive musical
experience with a certified music
therapist. Intended for ages 6 and
younger. Scan the QR Code on Pg.
15 for a full list of SD26 programs.
Registration required.

Senior Soiree
June 9, July 7, Aug. 4 | 1 PM
Eastern Branch

Join us for an afternoon of fun and a
chance to win a prize!l Drinks and snacks
will be provided at each event. Events
include fun games like bingo, Scrabble,
cards, and more.

Ask a Master Gardner: Lawns
June 10, July 14, Aug. 18 | 11 AM
Eastern Branch

Master gardeners Ann and Betty will be
available to answer your gardening and
lawn care questions throughout this drop-
in event. They'll be prepped specifically to
chat about different topics each month.

Liberty Quest
June 10 - July 22 | 2 PM
Spring Arbor Branch

Join us while we take a trip back to
Revolutionary America. Each Wednesday
we will watch an episode of Liberty Kids,
have a snack, make a craft and learn more
about our history. Intended for ages 7-14.
Registration required.

SD26: Leatherworking
June 10 - July 30 | Varies
Eight JDL Locations

This program teaches kids the basics
of leatherworking, from cutting to
stamping to riveting, students learn
how leather..works! This program
is incredibly fun, but also incredibly
loud! Headphones are provided to
attendees. Intended for ages 6 and
older. Scan the QR Code on Pg.
15 for a full list of SD26 programs.

Registration required.

Medicare 101
June 10 & Aug. 12 | 6 PM
Eastern Branch

Medicare expert Hunter Klaasen will be
talking all things Medicare and answering
questions. If you or someone you know
has questions about Medicare, or are
interested in learning more, join us for
this educational program. Registration
required.

SD26: Nature's Nightlife
June 11 - July 27 | Varies
Seven JDL Locations

Find out what happens after the sun
goes down in this exciting exploration
into the world of nocturnal animals!
Meet different live animals and learn
why they choose to work in the dark
and how they are adapted for life
at night. Scan the QR Code on Pg.
15 for a full list of SD26 programs.
Registration required.

Gaming Guild
June 13, July 11, Aug. 8 | 10 AM
Meijer Branch

Like Board Games? Join us for 2 hours
of board game play. We will start each
session with some easy warm-up
games to get players in the groove and
socializing and then move on to more
in-depth games. Intended for ages 14
and older. No experience necessary.
Titles include A Fake Artist Goes To New
York, Codenames: Pictures, Ultimate
Werewolf, The Resistance: Avalon, and
more. Attendance is limited to the first 20
attendees.

Pokemon Expedition
June 13, July 11, Aug. 8 | Noon
Springport Branch

Attention Pokemon Trainers! Join us for
a fun-filled time of battling, trading, and
making new friends. Whether you're a
seasoned trainer or just starting your
Pokemon journey, bring your handheld
gaming system, card collection, or both
and dive into the adventure. Perfect for
kids and teens looking to connect, learn
new strategies, and level up their skills.
Don't miss out - your next Pokemon
expedition awaits!
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Cryptids at Cascades
June 13| 2 PM
Sparks Foundation County Park

Join the Jackson District Library for a
family friendly cryptid scavenger hunt
along the Cascades walking path! Sign
up for a library card, get a free coloring
book, and earn a prize for locating all the
cryptids hiding at the park.

SD26: Flinging Things
June 12 - July 29 | Varies
Eight JDL Locations

Join library reps as well as staff
from Albion's Kids N Stuff Children’s
Museum to experience forces and
motion while building a variety of
devices that will cause ordinary
objects to fall, fling, and fly. Intended
for ages 8-12. Scan the QR Code on
Pg. 15 for a full list of SD26 programs.
Registration required.

History at the Mann House
June 17, July 15, Aug. 12 | 1 PM
Concord Branch

The community is invited to a unique
afternoon of books, history, and root beer
floats at the Mann House in Concord. Bring
a favorite book from the library, stretch
out on the lawn, and enjoy a traditional
summer treat - a root beer float - while
soaking up the peaceful surroundings.
This laid-back event is perfect for readers
of all ages looking to unwind and connect
with others in the community. State
Archaeologist Stacy Tchorzynski — will
be on-site digging on the Mann House
grounds.

Closed for Juneteenth
June 19

Space Club
June 20, July 21, Aug. 15 | Varies
Eastern Branch

Do you love gazing at the Moon and stars
in the night sky? Curious about our Solar
System or the Milky Way galaxy? If you
answered yes to either question, we'd
love for you to join our Space Club. Each
month, we'll explore a new space-themed
topic through fun, hands-on activities
and creative crafts designed to spark
curiosity and imagination. Registration
required.

Alzheimer's Warning Signs
June 23 |10 AM
Napoleon Branch

Join us for an education program
presented by the Michigan Chapter of
the Alzheimer's Association. Learn what
signs to watch for in yourself and others.
Registration required.
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SD26: Not a Box
June 24 - July 31| Varies
Seven JDL Locations

Join us for a STEM storytime!l We
begin by reading the children's book
Not a Box by Antoniette Portis. The
story features a bunny rabbit who
uses a cardboard box as a race car,
mountain, rocket ship, and more.
Once we read the story, participants
can make their own "Not-a-Boxes.” All
supplies will be provided to help you
make your ideas a reality! Intended
for ages 3 and older. Scan the QR
Code on Pg. 15 for a full list of SD26
programs. Registration required.

Safe Medication Disposal
June 25 | 4 PM
Meijer Branch

Learn about best practices for safe
medication disposal with representatives
from the Jackson County Health
Department. JCHD staff will share a brief
talk with interested attendees, followed by
discussion on other services and resources
provided by the health department.

JULY

Walking Meditation
July 1] 4 PM
Grass Lake Branch

An introduction to walking meditation,
where we will explore the basics of this
mindful practice known to enhance
physical and mental well-being. We'll
practice both inside and outside of the
building, and participants will contribute
some found things from their walk in
nature towards a group mandala project.
For adults & teens. Registration required.

Closed for Independence Day
July 4

Lego Build Club
Mondays in July | 4 PM
Parma Branch

Join fellow designers and builders at the
Parma Branch. Legos will be provided for
this come-and-go, open-ended play time
for ages 5 and older.

Daggerheart TTRPG
July 11 1PM
Eastern Branch

Like Dungeons & Dragons? Curious
about tabletop roleplaying games?
Try out Daggerheart! Powered by an
innovative card and "Duality Dice"” design,
Daggerheart blends tactical depth with
narrative freedom. Live an adventure
with all supplies provided. Registration
required.

BBQ Dry Rub Workshop
July 111 1:30 PM
Carnegie Library

Make and taste barbecue dry rubs with
us at the Carnegie Library! A BBQ dry
rub is a blend of spices, herbs, salt, and
sometimes sugar that is applied directly
to meat before cooking, adding flavor
by forming a seasoned crust on the
surface as the meat grills or smokes. This
program is intended for beginners to dry
rub making.

Dragon Academy
July 15, 22,29 | 2 PM
Napoleon Branch

Step into Dragon  Academy, an
action-packed program inspired by How
to Train Your Dragon where Kkids ages
8-12 read, create, and collaborate their
way to hero status. Every session is a new
challenge - and every challenge builds
real-world skills. Registration required.

Rescue the Squishmallows
July 18 [ 1PM & 2:30 PM
Carnegie Library

There's a "Squishburglar” on the
loose! Help save the cute and cuddly
Squishmallows from this masked menace
in an interactive, life-sized board game.
Choose between two sessions on July 18
and enjoy the game! Registration required.

Super Smash Bros. Tournament
July 30| 4:30 PM
Meijer Branch

An evening of Nintendo Switch games,
pizza, and a Super Smash Bros.
Tournament! This tournament is limited
to 24 participants. Registrations will be
processed on a first-come-first-serve
basis once doors open at 4:30 PM.

SD26: Fossil Show & Tell
July 31| 2 PM
Concord Branch

The Concord Branch invites
community members of all ages
to a hands-on fossil show and tell
with local fossil expert “Doc” Larry
Wiedman. This interactive program
encourages attendees to bring up
to three fossils from their personal
collections for identification and
discussion. Participants will have
the opportunity to show what they
have while Wiedman shares insights
into what the fossils are, how they
formed, and what they reveal about
Earth’s ancient past. The event is free
and open to the public. The program
is designed for curious minds of all
ages and allows plenty of time for
questions and group discussion.

After Hours Game Night
July 31| 5 PM
Carnegie Library

Play board games or Magic: The Gathering
after hours at the Carnegie Library. Be
sure to arrive before the doors close to
the public at 6 PM.

AUGUST

Allskate Storytime Session
Aug. 1| Noon - 3 PM
Allskate Fun Center

Skate into a summer storytime held at
the Allskate Fun Center. Join us to read
stories, make a craft, and then of course
SKATE! Attendance is free and will
include skating, skate rentals, and skate
mates as needed. Registration is required
for one of the three hour-long sessions
available.

Multi-Level Minigolf
Aug.1|1PM
Carnegie Library

Come down to the Carnegie Library and
put your putt-putt skills to the test with
our two-floor mini-golf course. The putt-
putt event will be a fun, relaxed gathering
where  participants  enjoy  friendly
competition on a staff-made miniature
golf course with creative and playful
obstacles.

Reptiles at JDL
Aug. 5|1PM
Concord Branch

A wild and educational experience
featuring Critchlow Alligator Sanctuary.
This exciting one-hour presentation
will introduce attendees to six different
species of reptiles and other fascinating
“creepy crawly” animals. This interactive
program offers a unique opportunity to
learn about these often-misunderstood
creatures in a safe and engaging
environment. Participants will discover
fun facts about reptile habitats, behaviors,
and conservation efforts, all while seeing
the animals up close. This family-friendly
event is perfect for curious minds of all
ages and is sure to spark interest in the
natural world. Registration required.

Vermiculture Inside & Out
Aug. 6 | 6 PM
Eastern Branch

Wiggle into your new life with worm
composting!  We will learn about
vermiculture with worms indoors and
outdoors. We will equip you with the skills
to prepare a cozy home for the worms we
provide and share materials for bedding.
All ages are welcome. Registration
required.

Stargazing Storytime
Aug. 13| 9:30 PM
Jackson College Observatory

Have you caught the Space Bug? We sure
have! Join JDL and Travis Marlow, the
Astronomical Observatory Coordinator
at Jackson College, for a storytime that
is out of this world! We will read space-
themed stories, sing space songs, and
then use the observatory's state-of-the-
art CDK700 telescope to take a closer
look at the night sky. All ages welcome.

Carnegie Anniversary Open House
Aug. 15|10 AM
Carnegie Library

Join the Jackson District Library
as we celebrate 120 years of the
historic Carnegie Library at a special
anniversary open house on Friday,
Aug. 15! Discover the stories behind
this iconic downtown landmark while
enjoying live music, refreshments,
guided tours, and special remarks
from local leaders. We'll also celebrate
the library’s newly awarded State
of Michigan historic designation - a
major milestone in its long legacy.
Come explore the past, celebrate the
present, and toast to the future of this
beloved community treasure.

DnD One-Shot
Aug. 20 | 5 PM
Eastern Branch

An evening of fantasy in which we will
play a DnD 5e one-shot at the library. We
will learn who you are, who we need to
defeat and how we will save the world. We
will play with premade characters, and we
will have dice to use so bring your sense
of adventure and we will have the rest!
Registration required.

Meals on Deals: Kitchen Staples
Aug. 22 | 1:30 PM
Carnegie Library

Continuing our series of budget food prep
methods with Kitchen Staples! Learn new
ways to use the food you already have on
hand and how to stretch your resources
creatively. All supplies will be provided.

Visit www.myjdl.com/events
for a full, complete, up-to-
date list of programs including
workshops, author talks,
storytimes, book clubs, and
much, much more. Scan the QR
Codes to the right to review
Spring events and program
series not listed above.

ONGOING
EVENTS

Scan the QR Codes below to review
a wide variety of ongoing programs,
events, and clubs at JDL, including
book groups, storytimes for children,
and more.

Summer Discover 2026
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