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JDL partners with local and state organizations 
to bring author talks to Jackson.

JDL is proud to sponsor and support Jackson's 
disAbility Connections and the Library of Michigan's 
Notable Book Author Tour to host Temple Grandin 
and Katie Williams, respectively, this year.

Williams kicks off the visits 6 PM June 6 at the 
Carnegie Library, where the author and Michigan 
native will talk about her novel My Murder, a binge-
worthy twist on a the classic "whodunit" thriller.

The Williams talk is part of the Michigan Notable 
Book Author Tour, with stops from a variety of 
Michigan authors at Michigan libraries this June. 
Check out the Library of Michigan's website for 
more information: michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan.

For 30 years disAbility Connections has a hosted a 
disability awareness event. This year, JDL is thrilled 
to sponsor Dr. Temple Grandin 6 PM October 30 
at the Michigan Theatre in downtown Jackson. 

Diagnosed with autism at 2, Grandin went on to 
write 17 books on autism with two due out this 
year. She has been featured in People Magazine, 
the New York Times, Forbes, U.S. News and World 
Report, Time Magazine, the New York Times book 
review, and Discover magazine. She is a professor 
at Colorado State University, author, and advocate.

2024 AUTHOR VISITS

ON THE COVER

JDL hosted its 20th annual 
Young Poets Award Ceremony 
May 2 at the Ella Sharp 
Museum in Jackson.

Nearly 850 poems were 
submitted from students in 
grades K-12 and more than 
50 students were selected to 
have their work included in 
JDL’s Young Poets booklet, 
available now for checkout.
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CÓMO SE DICE?

Whether it's through our 
online tools, our programs, 
or our Spanish language 
materials, JDL is here to help 
you learn a new language.

ONLINE TOOLS

Mango Languages and Tutor.
com are available on myjdl.
com free of charge with your 
library card. Mango is an 
award-winning program while 
Tutor.com pairs you with an 
online tutor to help you learn.

PROGRAMS

The Summit Branch will host a 
Spanish language workshop 
for adults the following days 
this summer at 5 PM (register 
by calling 517-783-4030): 

 
June 10 & 24 
July 8 & 29 
Aug. 5 & 19

UPCOMING PROGRAMS

Find plenty of fun and interesting things 
to do when you participate in a program 
or event at one of the many JDL locations 
throughout Jackson County. You can find 
a more detailed, complete list of library 
programs and events by visiting and 
browsing our website events calendar at 
www.myjdl.com/events.

OLD-TIME RADIO Come on down to enjoy old-
timey radio shows presented by the theater troupe 
from Center Stage Jackson. Carnegie Library | 1 PM

JUNE

8

NINTENDO NIGHT  Drop in the third Thursday 
of each month in June, July, and August for gaming 
and pizza. Meijer Branch | 5 PM

JUNE

20

WE WON'T JUDGE  Create your own book 
cover for a book you loved or remake one for a cover 
that missed the mark. Parma Branch | 11:30 AM

JUNE

15

RAISING MONARCHS  View live monarch 
butterflies and very hungry caterpillars in all stages of 
development. Spring Arbor Branch | Open Hours

AUG

1-31

PLANNING AHEAD  Martha York from WellWise 
Area Agency on Aging will talk on advance directives. 
Brooklyn Branch | 5:30 PM | Registration Required

AUG

5

JULY

14
THE MOTHER SAUCES  In the French culinary 
tradition, learn about the five cooking sauces from 
which all others can be made. Carnegie Library | 2 PM

MINDFUL MANDALAS  Learn about the 
benefits of mindfulness in our lives with mandalas. 
Eastern Branch | 5:30 PM | Registration Required

AUG

15

WALKER TAVERN TALKER  Learn about 
the History of the Walker Tavern with Michigan 
historian Laurie Perkins. Concord Branch | 2 PM

JULY

19

FROM PONG TO ELDEN RING  Test your 
knowledge with trivia spanning the entire history of video 
games. Summit Branch | 5 PM | Registration Required

JUNE

12

READ, WIN, AND DISCOVER OUR NATIONAL PARKS THIS SUMMER

Learn about and celebrate our national parks this summer by signing up for the Jackson 
District Library’s annual Summer Discover program, set to kick off June 1.

Simply read a total of four hours between June 1 and July 31, log your time on our 
website, and enter to win a wide variety of prizes including gift cards, zoo passes, park 
passes, and more. 
 
JDL will honor 13 national parks, from the Hawaii Volcanoes to the Great Smoky 
Mountains (pictured), and host a wide variety of events, including talks with national 
park photographers and rangers, shows featuring live birds of prey, and other programs.

Summer Discover will wrap up with a Finale Party & Free Movie Day 
on Saturday, Aug. 3. The outdoor party will be at Horace Blackman 
Park in downtown Jackson with games, food, and more from 11 AM - 2 
PM. Then enjoy a free family-friendly movie (TBD), popcorn, and drink 
at the Michigan Theatre at 2:30 PM courtesy of JDL. 

Scan the QR code or visit myjdl.com/summerdiscover to register, 
find a full schedule of performers, and find a full list of prizes. 

BOOK CLUBS

Scan the QR Code below to 
explore JDL's series of book 
clubs across Jackson County 
this summer and beyond.

FIND US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA



JULY IS

Disability
Pride Month
Disability
Pride Month

The Jackson District Library is honoring Disability Pride Month with an 
exciting announcement (and, of course, a book list)

Back in June 2019, the Jackson District Library worked with AbleEyes to provide 
a virtual tour of the Meijer Branch online to help members of the disabled 
community, with the intention of expanding the tours to include all JDL locations. 
Now, five years later, library officials are close to completing the project.

"Difficulty with transitions and particularly new spaces is a big problem for 
people on the spectrum as well as others," AbleEyes founder Meegan Winters 
said when JDL originally worked with her company.

To help caretakers and people with disabilities prepare for new spaces, Winters 
placed directional cameras on carts and used them to create 360-degree tours. 
That soon turned into a business for Winters, who founded AbleEyes in 2017. The 
partnership with JDL began in 2019, and despite a COVID pause, continues today.

"We now have virtual tours on our website of every JDL location but two," JDL 
Director Liz Breed said. "We were working on renovation projects at the Eastern 
and Henrietta branches when we were wrapping up filming the tours. Once 
filming is complete, all JDL locations will have a virtual tour on our website.

"Accessibility for all our patrons is something we take seriously," she continued. 
"Part of JDL's Strategic Plan includes completing the AbleEyes tours and 
conducting an audit of our locations to ensure all of our patrons can access JDL."

Book List & ResourcesBook List & Resources
BROWSE JDL MATERIALS BY, FOR, AND ABOUT PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

Sitting
Pretty

Meet Me In 
Outer Space

Turtles All
The Way Down

The
Degenerates

Say
Hello

Scan to browse
more titles



TOP 5 
BOOKS
CHECKED OUT

IN 2023
Mad Honey 
Jodi Picoult

1

I Will Find You
Harlan Coben

2

Lady Tan's Circle 
of Women

Lisa See

3

The Secret
Lee Child

4

Simply Lies
David Baldacci

5

CIRCULATION

1.48M ITEMS CIRCULATED
up from 1.4M in 2022 
and 1.16M in 2021

33
ITEMS CHECKED OUT
by the average library user

6,066
NEW CARDHOLDERS

up 4% from 2022

BY THE NUMBERS
JACKSON DISTRICT LIBRARY 2023 YEAR-IN-REVIEW

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

WIFI ACCESS
Devices connected to JDL WIFI:

5.9K on JATA buses 
34K at JDL locations

110 daily average using JDL WIFI

STORYWALKS
29 storybook titles were circulated 
between 4 permanent StoryWalk 
locations across Jackson County.

GRANTS & DONATIONS
JDL received $97,829 in grants and

$51,175 in donations to support 
the programs and resources 
that serve our communities.

$

FACILITIES 
PROJECTS
$1.7M RENOVATION 

BUDGET
for Eastern Branch renovations, 
a new roof for the Henrietta 
Branch, and more

5 MAJOR FACILITY
RENOVATIONS

at JDL locations since 
2021 with more to come

Eastern Branch renovations 
feature a new quiet study space, 
updated interior furnishings 
and resurfaced parking lot.
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