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DEPARTMENTS

Director’s Office
517-905-1308

breedl@myjdl.com

Collection Services
517-905-1417

collectionservices@myjdl.com

Human Resources
517-905-1306

wayned@myjdl.com

Marketing
517-905-1314

marketing@myjdl.com

Information Technology
517-905-1316

it@myjdl.com

Facilities
517-905-1315

hueyj@myjdl.com

Finance
517-905-1301

finance@myjdl.com

Community Engagement
517-905-1320

community@myjdl.com

Youth Services
517-905-1347

youthservices@myjdl.com

LOCATIONS

Administration Building
290 W Michigan Ave | Jackson, MI 49201
517-788-4087

Brooklyn Branch
207 N Main St | Brooklyn, MI 49230
517-905-1369

Carnegie Library
244 W Michigan Ave | Jackson, MI 49201
517-788-4087

Concord Branch
108 S Main St | Concord, MI 49237
517-905-1379

Eastern Branch
3125 E Michigan Ave | Jackson, MI 49202
517-788-4074

Grass Lake Branch
130 W Michigan Ave | Grass Lake, MI 49240
517-522-8211

Hanover Branch
137 W Main St | Hanover, MI 49241
517-905-1399

Henrietta Branch
11744 Bunkerhill Road | Pleasant Lake, MI 49272
517-769-6537

Meijer Branch
2699 Airport Road | Jackson, MI 49202
517-788-4480

Napoleon Branch
6755 Brooklyn Road | Napoleon, MI 49261
517-536-4266

Parma Branch
102 Church St | Parma, MI 49269
517-531-4908

Spring Arbor Branch
122 Star Road | Spring Arbor, MI 49283
517-750-2030

Springport Branch
116 Mechanic St | Springport, MI 49284
517-905-1459

Summit Branch
104 W Bird St | Jackson, MI 49203
517-783-4030

CONTACT US

ON THE COVER: Since renovating and expanding JDL's Brooklyn Branch in 2020, the district has worked diligently to 
continue renovations at JDL locations, including the Eastern Branch (pictured).



impact, and how we can continue 
to grow library access in meaningful 
ways," Holan said. "Your feedback and 
conversations with our outreach staff 
will help shape what mobile outreach 
looks like in the future."

No matter where residents live in 
Jackson County, the library is still here 
for them - and sometimes, the library 
will be coming to an event or stop near 
you.

"We can’t wait to meet you out in the 
community and start this next chapter 
together," Holan said.

For generations, Jackson District 
Library has found creative ways to reach 
beyond the district's walls and connect 
with county residents where they are. 
From early traveling collections and 
outreach programming to the return 
of mobile service in recent years, JDL's 
goal has always been the same: making 
it easier for everyone in Jackson County 
to access books, learning, and support 
- no matter their location, schedule, or 
circumstances.

These efforts have helped ensure 
that library services remain inclusive, 
relevant, and responsive to the evolving 
needs of the community. Now, the 
district is getting ready to begin an 
exciting new chapter in community 
outreach.

"Over the next year, we will be 
piloting a new kind of mobile outreach 
service, one that focuses on bringing 
library services - not collections - 
directly into community spaces and 
partner locations across Jackson 
County," Community Engagement 
Manager Jen Holan said. "Residents will 
start seeing library staff popping up at 
places the community already goes, to 

meet them where they are instead of 
the other way around."

Places like annual community 
events, senior centers and care facilities, 
farmers markets, neighborhood block 
parties and celebrations, and other 
local gathering spots lead the list of 
locations that JDL staff will frequent 
and be available to the public.

"Our staff will be there to help you 
sign up for a library card, connect you 
with books and resources, offer tech 
help, share reading recommendations, 
and point you toward the branch with 
programs and services that fit your 
needs," Holan said.

This fresh new approach gives the 
library more flexibility to respond to 
what different communities actually 
want and need. Our focus isn't on set 
routes but is instead determined by 
what's happening in the community. It 
also allows the library to build deeper, 
more collaborative relationships with 
local partners who already serve 
Jackson County neighbors every day.

"We’ll be listening closely throughout 
this year - learning what works best, 
where we can have the biggest 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mobile Friendly
JDL opens a new chapter in community outreach

JDL has always worked diligently to give every Jackson County resident access to 
books, learning, and support - no matter their location or circumstances.

We are proud to share that our Local 
History Librarian, Nathaniel Arndts, 
was recently awarded the Community 
Impact Award by the Jackson County 
Michigan Historical Society for his work 
preserving and celebrating Jackson 
County history.

This honor recognizes our library’s 
ongoing commitment to making local 
history accessible, engaging, and 
relevant for residents of all ages through 
Nathaniel’s leadership and dedication. 
The Jackson County Michigan Historical 
Society presented the award during its 
5th Annual History Banquet, held in 
November at the Ella Sharp Museum in 
Jackson.

Honorees included Kent and Angie 
Tyler (Historical Rehabilitation Award), 
Phil Willis (Lifetime Achievement Award, 
and Arndts, who won the Community 
Impact Award. Community leaders, 
historians, and preservation advocates 
gathered at the historical society event 
to celebrate individuals whose work has 
strengthened awareness of our shared 

local history.
“I’m very grateful to the Jackson 

County Michigan Historical Society 
for recognizing the library's efforts 
as well as my own,” Arndts said. “I 
feel that public library archives are 

uniquely positioned to foster greater 
interest in history and preservation 
to the public they serve. My primary 
goal is to expand public access to 
the library’s local history materials. 
My position exists to guarantee that 

our community has easy access to its 
history.”

Since joining us in November 
2023, Arndts has worked tirelessly 
to organize, preserve, and expand 
access to our community's local history 
collections. His work includes archiving 
and digitizing historical materials, 
responding to reference questions 
from genealogists and researchers, 
and collaborating with local authors 
and history organizations. He regularly 
partners with authors to host book 
talks at the library and fulfills research 
requests about Jackson County history 
from individuals across the United 
States.

In addition to offering seminars 
and presentations, we are working 
to develop hands-on projects that 
community volunteers can assist us 
with. These initiatives are designed to 
foster a shared sense of responsibility 
for preserving local history and to 
encourage community members to take 
an active role in that work, partnering 
with the library.

"Increasing accessibility to our 
community stories and fostering 
relationships with local organizations 
to collect and preserve those stories 
is another goal of mine and JDL's," 
Arndts said. "Many here share the 
goal of preserving history, and the 
library is ready to partner with anyone 
determined to do so. Together, we 
can create programming and build 
resources that celebrate our shared 
heritage."

The district has already been 
fortunate to receive donated records 
from area nonprofits and schools. 
Our next step is to fully process and 
catalog these materials so that the 
memories and stories of Jackson 
County’s people can be preserved and 
treasured for generations to come, 
Arndts said.

“Area residents are deeply interested 
and deeply connected to their history,” 
JDL Director Liz Breed said. “It is our 
job as a library to offer the materials, 
resources, and programs that our 
community wants and needs, and 
Nathaniel has done a wonderful job of 
making local history available to area 
residents. This award is well-deserved, 
and we’re all very proud of him.”

Founded in 2020, the Jackson 
County Michigan Historical Society is 
a nonprofit educational organization 
dedicated to preserving and 
promoting Jackson County history 
through education, preservation, and 
community engagement. This is the 
second award JDL and JDL employees 
have received from the society.

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Award Season
JDL's local history librarian wins historical society award

JDL's local history librarian Nathaniel Arndts poses with his local historical society 
award. (Photo courtesy of JTV Jackson)

I'm very grateful 
to [JCMHS] for 
recognizing the 
library's efforts.

“

OUTREACH
SCHEDULE

A preliminary list of stops that 
JDL's new mobile outreach team 
scheduled and began in February 
is included below, along with a 
QR code that takes you to JDL's 
online calendar and an up-to-the-
minute Mobile Outreach schedule. 
Be sure to call 517-905-1320 with 
any questions about the outreach 
plan or to schedule a stop with 
JDL's mobile outreach team.

Local Care Homes
Countywide

Interfaith Shelter
Downtown Jackson

David's Promise
Blackman Township

Crouch Center
Blackman Township

Jackson School of the Arts
Downtown Jackson

Downtown Munith
Waterloo Township

Jackson Crossing Mall
Jackson

Farmers Market
Downtown Jackson

Sandhill Crane Vineyard
Leoni Township

Ironbark Brewery
Summit Township
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Every quarter, we highlight a 
different JDL employee from among 
the roughly 150 people the district 
employs. This quarter, it’s Laurie Sexton, 
Marketing Assistant, who’s been with 
JDL since April 2019.

Tell us about yourself.

I was born and raised in Jackson, 
graduating from Lumen Christi High 
School and Jackson College. Ever in 
pursuit of the hobbit life, I’m a fan of 
all things cozy – baking, crafts, tea, and 
long walks in nature. I love creating art 
to decorate my spaces and take great 
inspiration from historical botanical 
illustrations, as well as Degas’ ballet 
pieces. Most dear to me, however, are 
the drawings created by the five littlest 
loves of my life, my nieces.

As a life-long JDL patron, I still use 
the first library card that I got in 2003 
(three JDL logos ago!) and will always 
consider the library of my childhood – 
the  Meijer Branch – my home branch, 
even though I’ve worked right next to the 
Carnegie Library in the Administration 
Building for almost seven years.

What are some of your favorite books, 
movies, albums, etc.?

I discovered "Shanghai Girls" by 
Lisa See when the cover art caught my 
eye while browsing the shelves over a 
decade ago. The book quickly earned 
its way onto my favorites list (where 
it still is to this day), but it wasn’t 
until I started working at JDL that I 
discovered more of Lisa See’s works 
by getting the inside scoop on branch 
book club titles.

See’s novels draw from her Chinese 
American heritage and explore the 
nuanced ways that love, hardship, and 
family ties weave their way through 
our lives. Despite the historical settings 
ranging from ancient China to mid-
century America, See manages to 
bring her stories and characters to 
life in ways that feel evergreen and 
relatable to a modern reader.

I was delighted to learn that See is 
publishing a new novel, "Daughters of 

MEET THE TEAM

Laurie Sexton
Marketing Assistant

the Sun and Moon", in June 2026, and 
look forward to putting a hold on a 
copy as soon as it hits the shelves.

What’s your favorite part about 
working at JDL?

I grew up checking out books from 
the library and relied on free WiFi for 
online classes in college, but I didn’t 
fully understand the impact libraries 
have in their communities until I started 
working for one.

Believing in the value of the 
organization you’re promoting can 
make or break your experience 
working in marketing, and I lucked into 
a position that had me convinced from 

Day One. I feel an immense sense of 
pride every time I get to say, “the library 
has that!” when talking to anyone and 
everyone, as my friends and family can 
attest. 

Whether it’s recommending a branch 
program that matches someone’s 
interest or identifying a resource to 
help fill a need – from legal services and 
literacy programs to internet hotspots 
and research databases – I love that I 
get to be part of an organization that 
is always growing and striving to better 
serve our community.

I also love getting a sneak peek at 
the book recs featured in our podcasts, 
book tasting videos, and book club 
selections before they go public.

Believing in ... the organization 
you're promoting can make or 

break your experience
working in marketing.

Check out Lisa See's NYT
bestselling books, ebooks, and 

audiobooks through Jackson District 
Library's catalog. Scan the QR code to 

browse her collection and more.

“



library programming.
“The goal isn’t silence or perfection,” 

Stiger said. “It’s about modeling 
reading as something enjoyable and 
approachable.”

Holan said the program also 
encourages residents to discover 
how literacy connects to community 
well‑being.

“Reading builds empathy, lowers 
stress, and strengthens our sense of 
connection,” she said. “By placing 
reading in public spaces and pairing 
it with local business support, we’re 
reinforcing the idea that literacy 
benefits everyone.”

8     CHAPTERS | Spring 2026 CHAPTERS | Spring 2026    9

This March, we will bring books, 
readers, and local businesses together 
across Jackson County through our 
annual Get Caught Reading program, 
timed to coincide with March is Reading 
Month.

The program will feature pop‑up Get 
Caught Read‑In events at community 
spaces throughout the county. Readers 
of all ages are invited to participate.

By scanning the QR code on this 
page, registering online, and reading for 
four hours during the month of March, 
participants will be entered into a grand 
prize drawing.

Read‑In participants are encouraged 
to read on‑site at participating events 
and businesses for at least 15 minutes 
in a public space, showing support for 
literacy while making reading a shared 
community experience. Anyone who 
reads on‑site for 15 minutes will receive 
a Get Caught Read‑In button.

“Reading doesn’t always happen 
just at school or at home, it happens 
everywhere,” said Kristin Stiger, Jackson 
District Library’s youth services 
coordinator. “When children see adults 
reading in everyday places like markets 

or restaurants, it reinforces the idea that 
reading is part of daily life. That visibility 
matters.”

In addition to businesses hosting 
passive read‑ins at their locations, our 
library branches across Jackson County 
will also host read‑ins throughout the 
month.

“This program works because 
it brings together literacy and 
local partnerships,” said Jen Holan, 
Jackson District Library’s community 
engagement manager. “Businesses are 
able to support reading in a very tangible 
way, and readers are encouraged to 
explore and support the places that 
make our community thrive.”

At the Grand River Farmers Market 
read‑ins on March 6 and March 20 from 
10 AM to 2 PM, we will offer children’s 
storytime as part of the program, 
allowing families to participate together. 
Other events - including those at 
Ironbark Brewery on March 15 from 
noon to 4 PM and Sandhill Crane 
Vineyards on March 12 from 2:30 to 
6:30 PM - will focus on creating shared 
reading spaces for adults in social 
settings not typically associated with 

ANNUAL EVENTS

Caught Red-Handed
'Get Caught Reading' this March to earn prizes & discounts

for JDL's monthly "JDL Picks" email or 
for those interested in signing up for 
JDL's bi-monthly email newsletter "The 
Stacks," visit www.myjdl.com/signup 
to sign up. Simply check "Yes" or "No" 
next to our different email newsletter 
options on the landing page, and we'll 
handle the rest.

We at Jackson District Library love 
books. We are proud to provide reading 
materials for all ages and for all sorts 
of needs. It doesn’t matter if you want 
a story, facts, or something in between, 
we enthusiastically try to find it for you. 
That’s why we proudly say we are “your 
place to discover," and why we loudly and 

READERS’ ADVISORY

JDL Staff Picks
Library material we suggest

proudly recommend material we love. 
Check out a list of some curated 

JDL staff book suggestions below. For 
a list of newly-acquired material for the 
district as a whole, as well as up-to-date 
recommendations from JDL staff, visit 
www.myjdl.com/explore.

For those interested in signing up 

Emerald Lake Series | by Elsie Silver
Recommended by Systems Analyst Laura Sierminski

"One of my favorite authors is Elsie Silver. She has three series currently out but I’m most excited about 
her new series, Emerald Lake, with the first novel in the series Fever Dream. Her books are considered 
cowboy romance - based around ranches, horses, and gorgeous Canadian mountain settings. What I 
enjoy most about her writing is the universe she creates - each book is interconnected.

Big Sexy Love | by Kirsty Greenwood
Recommended by Executive Project Strategist Diane Anderson

"Big Sexy Love by Kirsty Greenwood is a funny romantic comedy about Olive who travels to New 
York City from England to help her dying friend find her first true love ... her 'big sexy love'. Olive's 
lack of travel experience and lack of American knowledge make her adventures to find Chuck Allen 
hilarious and you'll find yourself cheering her on."

The Golden Compass | by Phillip Pullman
Recommended by Library Assistant I Jeremiah Riggs

"The Golden Compass by Philip Pullman features Lyra Belacqua and her daemon companion, 
Pantalaimon, who live at Jordan College in Oxford. When Lyra’s uncle returns from his voyage to the 
Far North in search of 'dust', Lyra longs for adventure. Guided by the golden compass given to her 
by her uncle, Lyra ventures into Pullman’s richly imagined fantasy world."

Crossroads of Ravens | by Andrzej Sapkowski
Recommended by Library Assistant II Mickey Collier

"This is where the story of The Witcher begins. As he leaves his witcher keep for the first time, this 
book molds Geralt of Rivia into the lovable but stone-faced character we’re familiar with. If you enjoyed 
the Netflix series, the games, or the books, I highly recommend going back to the beginning and seeing 
how monsters and men alike shape Geralt into the fearsome hunter his world will remember him as."

Sandhill Crane Vineyards is one of a handful of businesses where residents can 
"get caught reading" this March to earn discounts.

'UNTITLED' PODCAST BOOK TASTINGS TAKE YOUR PICK

For up-to-date material reviews, 
check out JDL's podcast Untitled, 
an informal and fun monthly talk 

with local community 
leaders and library staff 
where we talk about 
what we like and don't.

Our readers advisory videos on 
our YouTube channel, our "Book 
Tastings" are where we have a 

discussion about some 
of our favorite and least 
favorite books, movies, 
songs, and more.

For those who want to cut through 
the noise and get to a good book 
or movie right away, reach out to 

us directly and we'll 
have JDL staff curate a 
list of material we think 
you'll enjoy.

GET CAUGHT
READING

All ages can participate in this 
challenge, simply scan the QR 
code below, register online, 
and read four hours during 
the month of March to be 
entered into the grand prize 
drawing. Read-In participants 
are invited to read on‑site at 
local events and businesses for 
at least 15 minutes in public, 
demonstrating support for 
literacy while making reading a 
shared community experience. 
Reading on-site for 15 minutes 
earns attendees a "Get Caught 
Read-In" button.

Cascades Humane Society
Blackman Township

Farmers Market
Downtown Jackson

Sandhill Crane Vineyard
Leoni Township

Ironbark Brewery
Summit Township

Callaghan's Coffee Cafe
Village of Brooklyn

Jackson Crossing
City of Jackson

Various JDL Locations
Jackson County
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that shored up the building’s structure. 
Both projects have been essential to 
extending the life of one of Jackson’s 
most recognizable public buildings 
while preserving its architectural 
character for future generations.

Hanover Moves Over

While not our most recent 
renovation, our most recent relocation 
also proved to be our longest project. 
Prior to the move, the Hanover Branch 

operated out of 
leased space in 
the village office 
building.

In late 2023, 
we purchased 
Bombshells Bea-
uty Parlor at 137 
W. Main St. for 
$65,000 - just 
across the street 
from the previous 
location. While 
modest in cost, 
the building 

allowed us to expand the branch by 
roughly 425 square feet and offered far 
greater flexibility.

We closed the old location 
in December 2024 and marked 
the transition with community 
celebrations, including an open 
house and a local student‑led 
“book chain” that physically moved 
materials between buildings. 
The new Hanover Branch opened to 
the public in early 2025, followed by 
a grand opening celebration in April.

In November 2024, voters renewed 
the library millage by roughly a 3‑to‑2 
margin.

Preserving a Downtown Landmark

As library officials continued 
renovations and refreshes, not all 
construction was focused on expansion. 
In 2024 and 2025, preservation work 
began at the historic Carnegie Library 
in downtown Jackson. Built more than 
a century ago, the landmark required 

significant window replacement as well 
as parapet reconstruction.

Over 155 aging windows were 
replaced with historically accurate 
replicas, a complex process that took the 
entire summer as crews methodically 
moved around the building. This 
$800,000 window replacement 
project was completed while the library 
remained open, though certain rooms 
were periodically inaccessible.

Contractors made substantial 
improvements to the building’s parapet 

When we closed our Brooklyn 
Branch for renovations in November 
2020, we knew the disruption would 
be temporary. What we did not fully 
anticipate was how that project would 
spark a systemwide reinvestment - one 
that has reshaped how residents across 
Jackson County experience their local 
libraries.

Over the past five years, we have 
renovated, expanded, or relocated 
roughly half of our 13 branches, investing 
millions of dollars to modernize 
aging buildings, improve accessibility, 
preserve historic structures, and better 
align our spaces with how people 
use libraries today. Funded through a 
combination of voter‑approved millage 
dollars, grants, and careful budgeting, 
these projects represent one of the 
largest sustained capital improvement 
efforts in library's history. A point of 
pride for the district.

"We set out on a mission to achieve 
two key goals for the district and the 
residents we serve," JDL Director Liz 
Breed said. "First, we wanted to make 
sure residents recognize they are in a 
Jackson District Library location no 
matter which of the 13 libraries across 
the county they visit by implementing 

the 'JDL Look.' This standardizes paint, 
carpet, furniture, and other aspects 
to reinforce our branding and better 
manage costs. Second, we want to align 
spaces with the needs of each specific 
community."

JDL Board President Stephen Rajzer 
echoes Breed's remarks, and was one of 
the library board trustees who started 
the push for branch renovations and 
implementing the JDL Look across the 
district six years ago.

"Looking back over the past six 
years, I'm thrilled to report this effort 
has been successful," he said, "and we 
anticipate continued success as we 
work toward refreshes and renovations 
at our remaining locations in the years 
to come."

Brooklyn Sets the Blueprint

Our Brooklyn Branch renovation, 
launched in late 2020, marked the 
beginning of a new vision for refreshing 
libraries across Jackson County. 
We closed the branch in November so 
crews could nearly double the size of 
the building. The $1.5 million project 
created separate youth and adult 
areas, added a public meeting room, 

upgraded technology infrastructure, 
and improved mechanical systems. 
This design was driven largely by 
community feedback.

“Community members asked for 
flexible spaces that could support 
programs, group gatherings, and 
independent study—needs the original 
building could no longer meet,” Breed 
said.

Although the project was originally 
slated to begin a year earlier, COVID‑era 
supply‑chain disruptions drove up 
construction costs. Rather than scaling 
back services or abandoning priorities, 
we worked closely with architects and 
contractors to reduce expenses while 
preserving what mattered most to 
residents.

When the expanded Brooklyn 
Branch reopened, it became our model 
for future renovations: open, flexible, 
technology‑forward, and intentionally 
welcoming to users of all ages.

Spring Arbor's Relocation

While Brooklyn was under 
construction, we were facing a familiar 
challenge in Spring Arbor. Our branch 
- located in a portion of the township 
maintenance garage - served one of 
our busiest service areas from a space 
that was simply too small.

In March 2022, we purchased the 
former Spring Arbor Senior Center on 
Star Road for $400,000, nearly tripling 
the branch’s footprint from under 2,000 
square feet to approximately 5,000. 
The expanded space allowed us to 
grow collections, add multiple meeting 
rooms, and significantly improve 
accessibility.

We closed the former location in 
November 2022 to move materials 
and complete renovations. The new 
Spring Arbor Branch opened in January 
2023, marking our first full branch 
relocation in more than a decade and 
reinforcing our shift toward adaptable, 
community‑centered library design.

Eastern's 'Overdue Overhaul'

In 2023, our focus turned east. On 
February 20, we closed the Eastern 
Branch on East Michigan Avenue for 
what we described as "a long‑overdue 
renovation."

Opened in 1987, the facility had never 
received a comprehensive update. 
The project addressed both exterior 
and interior needs.

Outside, contractors resurfaced the 
parking lot and updated trim, gutters, 
and downspouts. Inside, crews replaced 
carpet and lighting, repainted the 

FEATURE STORY

The Blueprint
JDL's push to refresh all Jackson County libraries

An architect's blueprint for the renovations and updates to the district's Spring 
Arbor Branch, completed in early 2023.

space, lowered shelving for accessibility, 
and added a quiet study area. 
The renovation bid totaled $685,000, 
with a total project budget of $1.2 
million that included furniture and 
technology upgrades.

When the branch reopened in 
October 2023, the layout and design 
closely mirrored updates made in 
Brooklyn and Spring Arbor. That 
consistency was intentional - we 
wanted patrons to feel comfortable and 
oriented no matter which branch they 
visited.

As we entered 
2024, JDL faced a 
familiar test.

"As a nonprofit 
district funded 
almost exclusively 
through a county-
wide tax, we again 
asked residents to 
renew our primary 
source of revenue," 
Rajzer said. "We 
promised to update 
branches when we 
asked for the millage in 2016, followed 
through on that promise in the years 
following, and in 2024 asked to affirm 
that our renovation strategy aligned 
with community priorities.

"JDL worked to implement the 
JDL Look, renovate a number of our 
locations, and did so without taking 
on any public debt," he continued. "We 
hoped that our vision aligned with the 
community's and were optimistic that 
it did."

That optimism proved well‑placed. 

The Brooklyn Branch renovation, launched in late 2020, marked the beginning of JDL's new vision to refresh every library in 
Jackson County. Since then, more than half of JDL locations have been refreshed, updated, or relocated.

We anticipate continued 
success as we work toward 

refreshes and renovations at our 
remaining locations.

“



the Brooklyn, Spring Arbor, Eastern, 
Henrietta, and Hanover branches, as 
well as the historic Carnegie Library. 

Additional updates at other locations 
are already planned. This work is the 
fulfillment of a commitment made to 
you, the community, and we're excited 
to continue until every branch has been 
addressed. Thanks to the support of 
voters and residents across the county, 
this work is possible.

“As we celebrate our 140th 
anniversary this year, the physical 
transformation of our branches shows 
how the library continues to evolve with 
its users,” Rajzer said. “What were once 
quiet, static buildings are now flexible 
public spaces - places to read, learn, 
gather, and connect - reshaped for the 
next generation of Jackson County 
residents and prepared to serve our 
community for another 140 years to 
come.”
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MARCH
East Jackson Art Show

March 1 - April 27 | Open Hours
Eastern Branch 

Join the Eastern Branch in celebrating the 
creativity and skills of the East Jackson 
Elementary school students. The students 
will have an exhibit of their art created 
throughout the year in the Community 
Room at the Eastern Branch.

Get Caught Reading
All March | Varies

Countywide 

All ages can participate in this month-
long challenge celebrating March 
is Reading Month. Simply register 
online and read four hours during 
the month of March to be entered 
into the grand prize drawing. Read-
In participants are invited to read 
on‑site at local events and businesses 
for at least 15 minutes in public, 
demonstrating support for literacy 
while making reading a shared 
community experience. Reading on-
site for 15 minutes earns attendees a 
"Get Caught Read-In" button. Check 
out more about this annual program 
and participating businesses and JDL 
branches on Pg. 9.

Medicare 101
March 4 | 6 PM
Eastern Branch 

Medicare expert Hunter Klaasen will be 
talking all things Medicare and answering 
questions. If you or someone you know 
has questions about Medicare, join us for 
this educational program. Registration 
required.

Seed Starting
March 5 | 5:30 PM
Grass Lake Branch 

Learn about starting seeds at home, 
making a plan for your unique space, and 
gardening basics to get a jump start on 
the growing season this year! We will also 
be reintroducing our Seed Library where 
people are able to give and take various 
seeds throughout the spring. Registration 
required.

SCHEDULE

Spring Events
Register for programs online at www.myjdl.com/events

Henrietta Homeschool Hangout
March 11, April 8, May 13 | 2:30 PM

Henrietta Branch 

Join us at the Henrietta Branch for a 
monthly meetup for homeschool students 
and teachers with activities ranging from 
a Mario Kart party to a flower pot painting 
craft. Registration required.

Birds of Michigan

March 11 | 4:30 PM
Meijer Branch

March 18 | 3:30 PM 
Parma Branch 

Representatives from Jackson's Dahlem 
Nature Center will be on hand to teach 
attendees about different bird species 
in the state of Michigan. Registration 
required for Parma Branch presentation.

The Social Blend
March 12, April 9, May 14 | 10 AM

Napoleon Branch 

Come relax and enjoy a blend of 
conversation, games, puzzles, adult 
coloring, or bring your own craft or 
project. Coffee and tea will be provided.

Author Talk: Kate Quinn
March 12 | 7 PM

libraryc.org/myjdl/114503 

You’re invited to join us for a virtual 
conversation with acclaimed 
author Kate Quinn about her latest 
fantastical work, The Astral Library, 
which poses the question 'Have you 
ever wished you could live inside a 
book?' Welcome to the Astral Library, 
where books are not just objects, but 
doors to new worlds, new lives, and 
new futures. 

Sketchbook Squad
March 14, April 11 | Noon

Parma Branch 

Do you like drawing? Do you like 
graphic novels, comic book characters, 
cartoons, and telling stories? Stop by 
the Parma Branch to get together with 
fellow artists and explore your creativity. 
Recommended for participants ages 7-14.

Seed Library
March 16 - April 29 | Open Hours

Grass Lake Branch 

Swing by the Grass Lake Branch to peruse 
our Seed Library, offering a wide variety 
of seeds for visitors to take and grow at 
home. Some seeds are donated by seed 
companies, others are brought in by 
community members that saved seeds 
from their own gardens to share.

Greek Coffee & Culture
March 19 | 3:30 PM
Napoleon Branch 

The owner of Stoyanna's will be sharing 
more about their Greek culture with 
Greek coffee. Greek coffee is a unique and 
flavorful experience that embodies the 
rich cultural heritage of Greece. Whether 
enjoyed in a bustling cafe or at home with 
loved ones, it offers a taste of tradition and 
a moment to savor the simple pleasures 
of life. Registration required.

Fossil Show & Tell
March 21 | 10:30 AM

Hanover Branch 

This interactive program encourages 
attendees to bring up to three fossils from 
their personal collections for identification 
and discussion. Participants will have the 
opportunity to “show what they have” 
while Larry "Doc" Wiedman shares 
insights into what the fossils are, how 
they formed, and what they reveal about 
Earth’s ancient past.

Voter Registration
March 26, April 16, May 21 | 3 PM

Eastern Branch 

Get help finding your voter status, county 
clerk information, or get help registering 
to vote.

Art as Power
March 26 | 6 PM

Spring Arbor Branch 

The Zekelman Holocaust Center will 
visit JDL to present and explore art 
created by victims and survivors 
of the Holocaust and examine their 
message and meaning for us today. 
Registration required.

“The renovated space now supports 
programming and services that were 
previously impossible,” Breed said.

Henrietta Gets a Full Refresh

One of our most dramatic 
transformations occurred at the 
Henrietta Branch, which had not seen 
interior renovations since its expansion 
in 2000.

In 2024, we completed exterior 
updates including new siding and 
stonework, an accessible ramp, a 
concrete pad designed for outdoor 
programming, and upgraded electrical 
systems. Portions of this work 
were supported by grants from the 
Michigan Arts and Culture Council. 
In August 2025, we closed the branch 
again for extensive interior renovations. 
Contractors replaced flooring, lighting, 
furniture, shelving, and paint, creating 

a modernized space consistent with 
newer branches across our system. 
The project finished ahead of schedule, 
allowing us to reopen the branch in 
December 2025.

In total, we invested approximately 
$500,000 in the Henrietta Branch over 
18 months, showing that we're focused 
on all of our branches regardless of size.

“Often, our smaller out‑county 
branches serve as one of the few 
places where residents can visit for 
entertainment and a wide range of 
resources,” Breed said. “Our promise to 
renovate and refresh every location is 
one we take seriously.”

A Systemwide Promise

Together, these projects tell a larger 
story about the direction of the Jackson 
District Library. Since 2020, renovations, 
relocations, and refreshes have touched 

Clockwise from top left: The Henrietta Branch in Pleasant Lake undergoes an exterior renovation in 2024. The Hanover 
Branch, 137 W. Main St, had a "book chain" in 2024 where local students helped move material across the street from the old 
branch to the new. The Spring Arbor Branch in the middle of its 2022 renovation. JDL Board members and staff celebrate 
the grand opening of the newly-renovated Eastern Branch in 2023.
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ONGOING
EVENTS

Scan the QR Codes below to review 
a wide variety of ongoing programs, 
events, and clubs at JDL, including 
book groups, storytimes for children, 
and more.

District Book Clubs

District Storytimes

Movie Nights

All Things Crafts

Tech Help

Drop In Game Nights

Ready Patron One
March 27 - April 5 | Open Hours

Districtwide 

Library patrons can earn a variety 
of prizes by completing video-
game-themed activities at various 
JDL branches or completing our 
alternative online activities if 
transportation and time constraints 
are an issue. These prizes are earned 
after three, seven, and 10 activities. 
Gamers can also receive virtual grand 
prize tickets to spend on Beanstack 
when they complete activities - and 
also can earn a fourth grand prize 
ticket if they complete all 13 activities 
across the district. Registration 
required.

Escape Room: Boss Level
March 27 - April 4 | Varies

Carnegie Library 

Oh no! You have been captured by Bowser 
and thrown into a very mixed-up game 
world. Play your way through a series 
of puzzling obstacles in this boss level 
escape room. Dozens of time slots to sign 
up for. Registration required.

APRIL
Author Talk: Valerie Neal

April 2 | 2 PM
libraryc.org/myjdl/145611 

Join us for an exhilarating journey 
through the history of U.S. women 
astronauts with Valerie Neal, emerita 
curator from the Smithsonian's 
National Air and Space Museum and 
expert on human spaceflight. 

Daggerheart
April 4 | 1 PM

Eastern Branch 

Whether you're new to tabletop role-
playing games or looking for a new system 
to play, join us at the Eastern Branch 
for short adventure with Daggerheart. 
Character sheets and other materials will 
be provided. Registration required.

CLOSED FOR EASTER
APRIL 5

Comic Book Collecting
April 11 | 10:30 AM
Concord Branch 

Explore the world of comic book collecting 
including what makes a comic valuable, 
how to properly care for collections, 
and tips for both new and experienced 
collectors. Attendees will have the 
opportunity to learn from a local industry 
expert and Nostalgia Ink rep as well as ask 
questions about their own collections.

Play Food for Mud Pies
April 11 | 1 PM

Eastern Branch 

Has your kiddo been playing in the mud? 
Do they love making mud pies? Let's make 
them some play food! We will be painting 
rocks to look like play food so they can 
use them in their mud pie recipes. All 
materials provided. Registration required.

Author Talk: Brad Taylor
April 14 | 7 PM

llibraryc.org/myjdl/146235 

Join us in virtual conversation with 
acclaimed NYT Bestselling author 
Brad Taylor on his latest work, Shadow 
Strike, book 20 of the bestselling Pike 
Logan series. 

Discover 4-H
April 15 | 3:30 PM
Napoleon Branch 

Join Jackson County 4-H reps for a one-
hour introduction to Jackson County 4-H 
and the basics to animal care. Participants 
will explore what 4-H offers in Jackson 
County, gain a beginner overview of 
animal care fundamentals, and learn 
how both youth and adults interested in 
volunteering can get involved in the local 
4-H community. Registration required.

Comic Book Party
April 18 | 11 AM

Spring Arbor Branch 

Join us for a celebration of comic books 
with activities celebrating graphic novels, 
a popcorn bar, a superhero skills challenge, 
and a showing of a prerecorded author 
talk with Dan Santat, the Caldecott Medal 
Winner, National Book Award Winner, 
and New York Times Bestselling Author 
and Illustrator of over 100 graphic novels. 
Costumes encouraged.

Meals on Deals: Mason Jar Meals
April 18 | 1:30 PM
Carnegie Library 

Kick off our new series of budget food 
prep methods with tasty mason jar meals. 
All supplies will be provided. Registration 
required.

Earth Day Seed Bombs
April 22 | 4 PM

Napoleon Branch 

Join reps from Napoleon's B&B Hardware 
for a hands-on, nature-loving, creativity-
packed experience. In this fun-filled 
program, participants will celebrate Earth 
Day while making their very own seed 
bombs. Intended for ages 5 & older, all 
supplies will be provided. Registration 
required.

Earth Day Seed Swap
April 22 | 6 PM
Eastern Branch 

Celebrate Earth Day by coming together 
to exchange seeds and planters. Give 
your garden something new. Please bring 
seeds and clean plant pots to exchange 
with your fellow gardening friends. We 
will also be giving out a free recycled 
plant pot starters as supplies last.

MAY

FREE COMIC BOOK DAY

Comic Design Workshop
May 1 | 10 AM

Eastern Branch 

Learn tips and tricks of designing 
your own graphic novel just in time 
for Free Comic Book Day.

Marvel Multiverse Roleplaying
May 1 | 4 PM

Brooklyn Branch 

Step into the Marvel Multiverse 
Roleplaying Game and take on the role 
of iconic heroes and antiheroes. This 
guided tabletop roleplaying session is 
designed as a welcoming entry point 
for patrons who are brand new to 
roleplaying games. Whether you’re a 
longtime Marvel fan or curious about 
tabletop RPGs for the first time, this 
program offers a low-pressure, action-
packed intro. Registration required.

Comic Book Swap
May 2-8 | Open Hours

Meijer Branch 

Everyone is welcome to bring in 
comics, graphic novels, and manga, 
peruse our table, and take other 
donations back home with them.

Superhero Saturday
May 2 | 11 AM

Summit Branch 

Enjoy snacks, movies, button 
making and activities that celebrate 
everyone's favorite superheroes. 
Costumes are encouraged.

Free Comic Book Day
May 2 | 2 PM

Carnegie Library 

Stop by the Carnegie Library to 
browse our selection of free comic 
books and stay for fun comic-themed 
activities. One comic per person, while 
supplies last. Provided in partnership 
with Nostalgia Ink.

 Photography Exhibit & Open House
May 3-29 | Open Hours

Eastern Branch 

The Eastern Branch is excited to host a 
photography exhibit featuring the art 
of the Jackson Camera Club during the 
month of May to celebrate Photography 
Month. Meet the photographers featured 
in the exhibit during an open house 6 PM 
Wednesday, May 6. Light refreshments 
will be provided at the event.

Japanese Manga

May 5 | 5:30 PM
Henrietta Branch

May 18 | 5:30 PM
Grass Lake Branch 

Manga is a Japanese style of graphic 
novel known for its fun and unique visual 
style. Like other forms of media, it can 
also serve as a wonderful introduction 
to other cultures. In this program, we will 
explore the different cultural touchstones 
found in Manga and their significance to 
Japan. Registration required.

Cartography Adventures
May 6 | 3:30 PM
Parma Branch 

Explore the exciting world of cartography 
- map making - in this hands-on program. 
Participants will learn how maps work, 
discover symbols and directions used in 
cartography, and explore the basics of 
using a compass. Intended for ages 7-14. 
Registration required.

Heartland Healing
May 11 | 5 PM

Grass Lake Branch 

Join naturopath Gracie Toth from Jerome's 
Yellow Moon Yurt for a conversation about 
accessible and affordable modalities for 
nourishing your nervous system. Centered 
around our bioregional location as well as 
through the heartland of the body, Toth will 
guide us with her knowledge of traditional 
naturopathy, regenerative herbalism, and 
land stewardship. Registration required.

Pollinator Passions
May 16 | 11 AM

Spring Arbor Branch 

Do you like apples, blueberries and 
cherries? What about pumpkins, chocolate, 
or even milk? If so, thank a pollinator! Reps 
from the Dahlem Nature Center will join us 
for an hour of storytelling and hands-on 
discovery as we meet the Michigan insects 
– and some birds – that feed the world.

Beekeeping 101
May 19 | 4 PM

Napoleon Branch 

Join a local beekeeping expert from 
Napoleon Bee Supply, LLC to celebrate 
World Bee Day. Discover the joy of keeping 
your own hive in this beginner-friendly 
program. No experience needed - just 
curiosity and a passion for nature. Leave 
inspired, informed, and ready to begin 
your beekeeping adventure. Registration 
required.

CLOSED FOR MEMORIAL DAY
MAY 25

Genealogy Research Help
May 27 | 6 PM

Summit Branch 

Discover free genealogy resources 
through the Jackson District Library 
website, available to those with 
a library card and an interest in 
family history. This program will be 
presented by JDL's Local History 
Librarian and recent Community 
Impact Award winner, Nathaniel 
Arndts, learn more about Arndts and 
the award he recently won on Pg. 5.

Photography Class
May 28 | 6 PM
Eastern Branch 

In this class attendees will learn 
about different styles of photography, 
perspective style types, and how to 
find good light. Bring in your devices to 
practice and receive some tips and tricks 
on how to utilize your camera to capture 
more professional photos.

Some Like it Hot
May 30 | 1:30 PM
Carnegie Library 

Make and taste hot sauce with us 
during this workshop at the Carnegie 
Library. This program is intended for 
beginners. Supplies and ingredients 
provided. Registration required.

Visit www.myjdl.com/events 
for a full, complete, up-to-

date list of programs including 
workshops, author talks, 

storytimes, book clubs, and 
much, much more. Scan the QR 

Codes to the right to review 
Spring events and program 

series not listed above.
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