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YOUNG POETS

The annual Young Poets 
Award Ceremony is set for 6 
PM Thursday, May 2, at the 
Ella Sharp Museum, 3225 
Fourth St. in Jackson.

Poems have been submitted 
and now judges will select the 
winners from each grade to 
read their poems aloud at the 
20th annual celebration.

Visiting poet and local author 
Jordan Gretzner will present 
at the ceremony as well as 
conduct poetry workshops 
leading up to the event. Visit 
myjdl.com/youngpoets 
for more information on the 
event or to register for a 
workshop (or two).
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ON THE COVER

Zarinah El-Amin joined 
the Carnegie Library for 
“Beautifully Wrapped,” a 
program about the vibrant 
culture of head-wrapping.

Pictured is the display El-Amin 
put out for patrons to peruse. 
The event returned to JDL 
due to its popularity.
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JDL recently purchased Bombshells Beauty 
Parlor (pictured) and plans to move the Hanover 
Branch to the site at 137 Main St. later this year.
 
The new space will allow JDL to better serve the 
community by providing an accessible location, 
additional seating, study space, and more room 
to host programs, JDL Director Liz Breed said. 
“We made a promise to refresh our library spaces 
throughout the county and we want to follow 
through on that promise,” she said.

Currently, JDL leases space from the Village of 
Hanover and operates the Hanover Branch out of 
the Hanover Village Office at 118 Main St. 
 
“The library is continually looking to improve our 
facilities and services, and we are excited that 
moving across the street will allow us to do just 
that.” JDL Board President Stephen Rajzer said. 
 
Leadership plans to totally renovate the location 
with upgraded electrical and mechanical services 
as well as interior and exterior finishes.
 
“We’re continuing to make an effort to expand and 
update our library spaces in Jackson County and 
the Hanover Branch is the most recent example of 
our intentions,” Breed said.

NEW HANOVER LOCATION



HAVE A SAY

Do you feel comfortable at 
JDL? Do you think your library 
needs to be remodeled? Do 
you have 10 minutes?

In preparation for JDL’s 2025 
Strategic Plan, we’re asking 
area residents to take 10 
minutes to fill out a survey. 
Visit forms.office.com/r/
bVhYQ1Yp49 or scan the QR 
code below to get started.

UPCOMING PROGRAMS

Find plenty of fun and interesting things 
to do when you decide to participate in a 
program or event at one of the many JDL 
locations throughout Jackson County. You 
can find a more detailed, complete list of 
library programs and events by visiting and 
browsing our website events calendar at 
www.myjdl.com/events.

LET’S PARTY

While it re-opened in October, 
staff have been busy putting 
the finishing touches on the 
Eastern Branch for months 
with a Grand Opening Party 
set for 11 AM Saturday, April 
13, at the branch. Music, 
refreshments, and a ribbon 
cutting are on tap.

SMASH BROTHERS Enter a Super Smash Bros 
tournament. Intended for ages 9-15. Consoles will be 
provided. Summit Branch 5 PM | Registration Required

MAR

20

MURDER MYSTERY Evidence has been collected 
in a classified folder and the department needs your 
expertise to crack the case! All Locations | Open Hours

APR

8-14

SEED EXCHANGE Stop in to pick up (or donate) 
seeds to plant this spring. Envelopes will be available 
to take seeds home. Meijer Branch | Open Hours

APR

1-14

FREE COMIC BOOKS In partnership with 
Nostalgia Ink, we’ll be handing out free comic books 
while supplies last. Carnegie Library 1 PM

MAY

4

AMERICANA INSTRUMENTS DeeDee Tibbits 
will perform on instruments including the dulcimer, 
ukelin, and more. Grass Lake Township Hall 1 PM

MAY

17

APR

20
LOCAL HISTORY Retired librarians Jackie Merritt 
and Linda Griffiths will present on Springport history. 
Springport Branch 11 AM | Registration Required

POOR FARMS Learn about how long before the 
advent of welfare, county governments in Michigan 
maintained poor farms. Carnegie Library 2 PM

MAY

18

EARTH DAY Celebrate by planting a tomato seed 
to take home and enter a raffle to win a prize donated 
by local businesses. All Locations | Open Hours

APR

22

SPRING BREAK LOCK-IN It’s the annual teen 
lock-in with games, food, and fun in Spring Arbor. 
Spring Arbor Branch 6 PM | Registration Required

MAR

22

GET 
CAUGHTReading

#getcaughtreading

JD
L

 D
ir

ec
to

r 
Li

z 
B

re
ed

 g
et

s c
aught re

ading.

The Jackson District Library’s annual Reading Challenge is back.

“Get Caught Reading” this spring and take part in the reading program this March and 
April. For the second year in a row, JDL is encouraging participants to enter into our 
annual reading challenge available to all ages. Taking part is as easy as 1, 2, 3:

STEP 1
Read four hours over the course of March and April

STEP 2
Enter into our grand prize drawing

STEP 3
Pick a wide variety of prizes including
necklaces, fairy door kits, and more

Branch hop with your family to any or all of JDL’s 13 locations,
snap a picture of yourself or a family member reading, and
tag JDL on social media with the #getcaughtreading
hashtag to earn another bonus prize entry. 

Along with the reading challenge, feel free to head
to any JDL branch on March 1 during open hours
to take part in the “Read-In.” Find a book, find a
cozy spot, and find some time to read and
relax (pajamas encouraged).

For a full list of locations, to 
learn more, or to sign up for 
the challenge, visit myjdl.com/
readingmonth or scan the QR 
code here.FIND US ON

SOCIAL MEDIA



LOCATION THEME | ACTIVITY
Brooklyn Architecture | Experiment with structures that can withstand weight.

Carnegie Zoology | Play a “What do animals eat?” tossing game.

Concord Theater | Build your own masks and marionettes.

Eastern Cartography | Design your own map and code a robot to use it.

Grass Lake Cryptography | Create your own cryptogram.

Hanover Agriculture | Plant your own seedling and watch it grow over time.

Henrietta Coding | Make your own Binary Code Bracelet.

Meijer Paleontology | Take home a fossil after conducting your own dino dig.

Napoleon Astronomy| Learn about star constellations with our star projector.

Parma Painting | Create a mini-canvas work of art to take home.

Spring Arbor Music | Make your own harmonica or kazoo with household items.

Springport Robotics | Make a robot hand with easy-to-use materials.

Summit Puzzles | Work to solve some jigsaw puzzles ranging in difficulty.

Science | Technology | Engineering | Arts | Math
Our popular Spring Break program returns March 22-30

Win a small STEAM-related prize after visiting your 3rd and 7th JDL location and 
participating in FULL STEAM AHEAD. Enter into our grand prize drawing 

for a grand prize after visiting 10 locations between March 22 and 30.

SPRING BREAK 2023

 FULL STEAM AHEAD

Find out about library hours and locations near you 
Scan the QR code to see a list of all JDL locations with addresses, contact 
information, and open hours. Ask our staff about alternative options into 
our grand prize entry if traveling isn’t feasible for you or a loved one.



5 waysways
to loveto love

your libraryyour library
We want to know how the Jackson District 
Library has made a difference in your life. 

If you love your local library or one of our 
many stellar staff members, we’ve compiled 
a list of five simple ways you can show us 
some love this year:

To follow us on social media, 
share your story, get a library 
card, or learn more about your 
library, scan the QR code or 
visit www.myjdl.com/5ways

VISIT A JDL LOCATION

TELL YOUR FRIENDS

SHARE YOUR STORY

FOLLOW AND LIKE US

GET A LIBRARY CARD


