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MEMORY MUSIC

Listening to music that is 
meaningful to a person with 
dementia helps that person 
remember past events.

Library staff work with area 
residents in need through our 
“Music & Memory” program - 
one of many such programs 
JDL offers - for people 
experiencing Alzheimer’s/
dementia. Staff connect with 
caregivers to create iPod 
playlists that are meaningful 
to the individual and provide 
those iPods to participants, 
free of charge.

Caregivers can sign up for 
this and other services at
myjdl.com/projectbridge.
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JDL’s Eastern Branch, located at 3125 E. Michigan 
Ave. in Jackson, closed for renovations in early 
2023 and is scheduled to open this fall.

Contractors have been hard at work since 
February resurfacing the parking lot, updating 
the building trim, downspouts, and gutters; and 
renovating the interior (pictured above) to make 
the library more user-friendly. Visitors can expect 
updated carpets, paint, lighting, and furniture once 
the branch opens back up to the public later this 
year.

Library staff have begun to move materials back 
into the branch, and will work to inventory and 
shelve the books, movies, and games right up until 
the re-opening date.

“We know that library patrons are eager to have us 
re-open the branch,” JDL Director Liz Breed said. 
“We want to make sure that the building is safe 
and ready for use once we open our doors. We 
expect to do so this fall.” 
 
JDL began the campaign to update a number of 
library locations in 2020 with the expansion of the 
Brooklyn Branch. Most recently, the Spring Arbor 
Branch moved to a new location at 122 Star Road 
in Spring Arbor.

EASTERN BRANCH UPDATE 

ON THE COVER

Visitors at the Summit 
Branch enjoy a storytime 
with local firefighters.

Most Jackson District Library 
locations will host storytimes 
on Wednesdays and Thursdays 
from Sept. 5 - Nov. 17. For a 
full list of locations and times, 
visit myjdl.com/events.
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GET SCHOOLED

JDL is hosting two events 
geared toward homeschool 
families this fall at the 
Carnegie Library.

Teacher ID Craft
Sept 14 | 10 AM

Homeschool parents make 
custom teacher I.D. cards 
while students attend a 
storytime right down the hall. 
Enjoy donuts and socializing 
with available homeschool 
resources after the craft.

Behind the Scenes Tour
Oct 10 | 10 AM

Homeschooled children ages 
5-18 will get an immersive 
library tour. Stop in each 
department to learn specific 
library skills and gain actual 
experience before enjoying 
donuts in the “break room.”

FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA FOR 
UP-TO-THE-MINUTE UPDATES 
ON ALL OUR PROGRAMMING.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

You’ll find plenty of fun and interesting 
things to do when you join a program or 
event at one of the many JDL locations. You 
can find a more-detailed, full list of Jackson 
District Library programs and events by 
visiting and browsing our website, or by 
going directly to our events calendar at 
www.myjdl.com/events.

TEENTOBER!

Teens who read for four hours 
through October earn a candy 
bar or sticker and a grand 
prize drawing entry. Grand 
prizes are Squishmallows, 
Target gift cards, or free 
movie tickets. Your choice!
Visit myjdl.com/beanstack 
to register and participate.

LIVING HISTORY SERIES Jim Cameron, Oral 
History Society President, will discuss the dos and 
don’ts of oral interviews 10 AM at the Carnegie Library.

SEPT

9

EFFICIENCY TIPS Consumer’s Energy reps will 
be on hand from 1-6 PM at the Springport Branch to teach 
visitors tips and tricks about home energy efficiency.

OCT

6

LIVING HISTORY SERIES Larry Martin 
presents recorded interviews with WWII veterans 10 AM 
at the Carnegie Library Sept. 30 and Oct. 21.

SEPT

30

WATERCOLOR CLASS Come to the Henrietta 
Branch to do a watercolor painting for the Winter 
Wonderland season with Carolyn Pascoe at 4 PM.

NOV

8

SCIENCE SATURDAY If you missed the Sept. 
23 session at Springport Township Hall, join us at the 
Parma Branch at 11 AM. Intended for ages 8-13.

NOV

11

OCT

7
HAUNTED JACKSON Central Michigan 
Paranormal Investigations reps will present findings and 
stories of area hauntings at noon at the Concord Branch.

DIWALI CRAFT Learn about the Indian festival 
of lights known as Diwali and decorate your own Diya 
lamp 5:30 PM at the Grass Lake Branch.

NOV

13

BANNED BOOK CLUB Read during Banned 
Book Week in early October before joining the Meijer 
Branch at 4 PM to discuss and reflect. Book TBD.

OCT

16

SCIENCE SATURDAY Join us at the Springport 
Township Hall at 11 AM to learn about the wonders of 
physics by making magnetic slime. For ages 8-13.

SEPT

23

Be sure to tell your friends and family: September is Library 
Card Sign-Up Month at the Jackson District Library!

Sign up for a library card or get someone you know to sign up for 
a card to receive a handful of promotions and discounts from local 
businesses like free car washes, free desserts, and more.

Since 1987, Library Card Sign-up Month has been held each September 
to mark the beginning of the school year. During the month, JDL along with 
libraries across the country unite in a national effort to ensure every child signs-
up for their own library card.

This year, sign up for a card or refer someone else to sign up to receive a bookmark 
with a list of promotions and the businesses offering them. Show the area business your 
bookmark any day between Sept. 24 and Sept. 30 to cash in.

Some of the area businesses participating include:
 
• Jax Car Wash | Free Car Wash 
• Parma’s GG’s Cafe | Free Cookies
• Lost Railway Museum | Free Goodie Bag
• Napoleon’s Crowe’s Nest Cafe | 25% Off 
• Elm St Dairy Queen | Free Small Cone
• One North | Free Dessert

For a full, up-to-date list
of participating businesses
and the discounts they offer
visit myjdl.com/signupmonth
or scan the QR code here.

LIBRARY CARD
SIGN-UP MONTH



The largest storytelling festival in Michigan returns to Jackson County for the 36th 
straight year with musical performances, workshops, and - of course - storytelling.

A four-day event, Storyfest brings famous storytellers to Jackson from all over the 
country. This year, dozens of storytellers will perform for all ages of students at schools 
throughout Jackson County Nov. 2 and 3.

While the bulk of performances will be at area schools, adults are encouraged to attend 
the Silver Tales performance with the storytelling duo “San and Emily” performing 
songs and spinning yarns that will educate, entertain, and inspire. The 
event is scheduled for 11 AM Wednesday, Nov. 1, at Vista Grande Villa.

Part of JDL’s Living History Series, crowd-favorite Adam Mellema 
will perform a special veteran-themed story at the Legion in 
Brooklyn 3 PM Friday, Nov. 3. Mellema will teach a workshop 
at the Legion on how to pass along your own stories from 
generation to generation the following day at 10 AM.

To cap off the festival, tellers Jeff Doyle, Robin Nott, 
Jean Bolley, and Corinne Stavish will perform at the 
Storyfest Showcase at Jackson Symphony Orchestra’s 
Weatherwax Hall in downtown Jackson at 7 PM Friday, 
Nov. 3. Teller Larry Castleberry will emcee.

The Showcase, the veteran-themed Legion performance, 
the workshop, and Silver Tales are all open to the public 
and free of charge. For more detailed information, visit 
myjdl.com/storyfest.

36TH STORYFEST SET FOR NOVEMBER 1-4
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